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We have just finished an exciting first 

quarter of the term 2016-17. From con-

tests to content, there has been a great dis-

play of passion and vigor from you and the 

leaders of your club. Each one of us have been putting our best to make sure 

that the learning of ours and others become better in every way possible. 

Theme meetings, incredible meeting posters, and milestone achievements by 

our members have put us on the front seat of the growth.  

As we enter the second quarter, do take this opportunity to learn new skills and amplify your talent. 

Whether it’s a role of timer or judge, this month is going to be one of the best ways to contribute to 

the success of our organization. District has invested in new initiatives such as LDP (Leadership De-

velopment Program) and Glitterati, both of which have shown positive results. This is also a time 

when you and I take a stock of things so far. How have you done in the last three months? Were 

you able to take meeting roles, leadership opportunities inside or outside your club, challenged 

yourself for delivering the speech that helps you explore new things about you? If not, invest your-

self before we meet at Jamboree, our semi-annual conference.  

There is a plethora of awards to be won at Jamboree. Discuss with your club leaders on how you 

can contribute to your club to win the set of awards. From getting more guests to your club meet-

ings to completing your education award, give your best shot to be part of club’s success. When we 

meet at respective Division meets or District conference, I look forward to hear from you how you 

have been contributing to your learning in becoming a better communicator and leader. Keep 

speaking, keep contributing, become a leader of substance. 

 

It is said that a Leader is the one 

who goes where there is no path 

and leaves a trail, for that one has 

to try to be clear and focused and 

empower others to own the idea. 

This clear focus and ownership of the responsibilities by our Club leaders and 

District leaders has helped our performance. Let me first acknowledge the 

achievements of our members, clubs, and district: 

1. We had 98% of our club officers trained for the first term.   

2. We had our FORTE conducted across Karnataka and Kerala.  Around 354 members attended 

and we had 238 qualified judges. 

3. With the help of our LDP coordinators DTM Boopathy Pallavapuram and DTM Arjun Sundar 

Raj our LDP 3.0 kick started this month. We had an overwhelming response for the program. We 

have a wonderful batch of enthusiastic participants, with tremendous energy and talent.   

Human mind is a fickle thing if left to wander….so now as the renewals are done, most of the club 

contests have been done.  Let us all put on our boots and run fast to be the “FAST FIVE” club.  Let 

all the clubs aim at getting the “Fast Five Award” during our grand celebration at Jamboree 2016 on 

the magnificent stage witnessed and applauded by around 400 members. 

Register now for District 92 Semi-Annual Conference “Jamboree 2016” at Kovalam, Kerala if you 

want to tickle your funny bone, enrich with the valuable evaluations and get the glimpse of Glitte-

rati.  Performance Qualifies Distinction……Let us make it BIG again. 

PAWAS CHANDRA 

 DISTRICT DIRECTOR 

SUDHA BALAJEE 

PROGRAM QUALITY DIRECTOR 
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Phew! We concluded the first quarter of the current term, 2016-17! It is 

amazing to see how fast the time flies…. 

Month of September was really hectic to all of us. Half Yearly Fee renewals, club level con-

tests, Membership Building contests, Quarterly Club News Letters……all these kept us busy. 

True, we crossed many hurdles, became wiser from our experiences, and now, we are in to 

the beginning of 2nd Quarter. 

Most of the Area level contests and a couple of Division Conferences are in the offing for us, 

in October. We will see scintillating performances from our fellow members in Humorous 

Speech and Evaluation Contests. We will also get to witness sparkling performances from 

Club level teams, in Glitterati. Let’s wish all the best to the contestants at all levels, and cheer 

them up at every contest.  

In the meantime, we bring before you the September Issue of Insignia.  

Happy reading….!  

Greetings ! 

September has been a firm month for District 92. 

 

The focus was on building membership in clubs through the Smedleys 

Award (August 1 thru September 30) and the membership renewals . Ensuring that all mem-

ber dues are submitted  by October 1st and receiving Credit toward goal 10 of the Distin-

guished Club Program. 

Our prime focus for the coming months will be : 

 

Building New Clubs 

 Starting clubs in organizations, institutions  and community. 

 Ensuring no club loss for the District 

 

Retaining Current Members 

 

Maintain a Quality Club Experience 

To help conduct club meetings and events that attract new members and keep current mem-

bers active and engaged. 

 

Looking forward to your support. 

SUHAS KUMAR 

CLUB GROWTH DIRECTOR 

NAGARAJAN 
DISTRICT PRM 
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Saga of Trivandrum TMC 

First ever Toastmasters Club in South 

Kerala, Trivandrum Toastmasters Club 

(TTC) was chartered on 5th April 2012. 

It was the brain child of a few veteran 

Toastmasters like TM Sankar Viswanath 

(Past Div G Director), Dr K R Rajan (Past 

Area G1 Director), TM Usha Rajan 

(current Area G1 Director) and others. 

TM Sankar Viswanath, with his years of 

experience in the Middle East with Toast-

masters, selected TM Sandhya Syama as 

the Charter President. In the last 5 

years, TTC was steady in its growth tra-

jectory, giving opportunities to hundreds 

of Toastmasters, sponsoring 3 Clubs 

(Infosys TMC, Quilon TMC and Nagercoil 

TMC), and making concept of Toastmas-

ters popular in the region.  

Able leaders who led the Club from a 

humble beginning to a formidable pres-

ence included TM Sandhya (President 

2011-12 & 2012-13, 2014-15), TM Dr. 

Rajan (President 2013-14),  TM Usha Ra-

jan (President 2015-16) and TM Barker 

Bhaskaran (current President 2016-17). 

The TTC celebrated its 100th meeting in 

a great gala fashion, which attracted 

public attention and participation. This 

meeting with the media coverage and 

publicity efforts gave fillip to the Club’s 

growth. Year 2015-16 was a remarkable 

one under TM Usha Rajan’s President-

ship, when the Club chartered two clubs 

both in unchartered territorites: first, it 

sponsored a Club in Quilon and secondly, 

it crossed the geographical borders to 

the soils of Tamil Nadu and chartered 

Nagercoil Toastmasters. Though Nager-

coil Toastmasters Club was subsequently 

aligned with District 82 comprising of 

Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka, it is part of 

records that the TTC is its Sponsoring 

Club. 

In terms of performance, the TTC was a 

Distinguished Club in 2013-14 & 2014-

15, rose to a President’s Distinguished 

Club in the year 2015-16 and presently, 

all set to be a Golden Gavel Plus Club in 

2016-17. It is one of the very few Clubs 

in District 92 which could achieve 5 DCP 

points in the first 45 days of the current 

term. 

Being the home Club of Area G1 Director, 

TM Usha Rajan, Insignia team had the 

rare opportunity to speak with the lead-

ers of TTC. Excerpts from the interview 

with TM Usha Rajan, TM Barker 

Bhaskaran are given below: 

 

How could you transform TTC from a 

humble beginning to a robust Club? 

“Sheer hard work and dedicated efforts 

of the Toastmasters delivered consistent 

results, year after year. We set a goal in 

the beginning of the term and converted 

those goals into reality, by planning and 

execution. It is TEAM WORK in action, in 

whatever we do.” said TM Usha Rajan, 

Area G1 Director. 

Can you share any tips for new Clubs 

in the District on Club Performance? 

Club President, TM Barker Bhaskaran 

stated: “We identify the member’s re-

quirements, needs and background when 

he joins the Club. A few may need to de-

velop their impromptu skills being busy 
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business executives and few others will 

be keen on following their Communica-

tion Track consistently. Speech Slots are 

determined at least 3 weeks in advance 

with backups in place. We chart mini-

mum 4 prepared speeches every week 

and ensure 3 speeches out of this in the 

Club. This method indirectly sends out a 

message that speech slots are at a pre-

mium and hence, we do not find last 

minute back out in our Club.” 

 

What was your reaction when you 

knew that District 92 selected 

Kovalam as the venue for its Semi 

Annual Conference 2016?  

Co-Conference Chair, Jamboree 2016 

Kovalam was in a mood of excitement, 

when she heard this question. “We are 

thankful to the District Trio and IPDD 

DTM Gauri Seshadri for selecting the 

venue in our place. Normally, Kochi be-

ing the most happening place for Toast-

masters in Kerala, both the previous Dis-

trict events (Reverberations in 2012 

& Coronation in 2015) were conducted 

there. We have now 4 Clubs in Area G1, 

and it is a great recognition to Toastmas-

ters fraternity in this region. It will pro-

vide further energy and required mo-

mentum for Club Growth in this part of 

the State, where we find tremendous po-

tential. Our team, with the able guidance 

and support from DTM Nagarajan, Con-

ference Chair and his team from Kochi, 

will deliver the best Conference ever. For 

the first time in the history of District 82 

and District 92, current World Champion 

of Public Speaking 2016, TM Darren Tay 

will lead a session in Jamboree. Hats off 

to the efforts of District Director, DTM 

Pawas Chandra!”  
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Linkers meetings 
Date of Meeting  Host Club  Visiting Club  

6-Sep-16  Mecon Communication Club  ORA*TORS Club  

7-Sep-16  Morgan Stanley Bengaluru Ora-

tors  

Allstate Connect  

8-Sep-16  WiproEC Friday Toastmasters 

Club  

IFIM Toastmasters Club  

11-Sep-16  Speakers' Den  IBC Titans Toastmasters Club  

15-Sep-16  ORA*TORS Club  Dhwani Toastmasters  

15-Sep-16  Kerala Toastmasters  Tripunithura Toastmasters  

25-Sep-16  Express2Lead Toastmasters Club  SAP SpeakToLead Toastmas-

ters Club  

25-Sep-16  Dhwani Toastmasters  Infosys Toastmasters  

25-Sep-16  Sarjapura Road Toastmasters 

Club  

Koramangala Toastmasters 

Club  

Triple Crown Winners  
Member Home Club Count Awards 

Mathai, George 

Kutty  

Kochi club  3 ALS, DTM, LDREXC  

Mirza, Askander  Ascent Toastmasters Club  3 DTM, LDREXC, ALS  

Bharadwaj, Sindhu  Daffodils Toastmasters Club  4 CC, CL, LDREXC, 

ALB  

Biswas, Sagnik  Infosys Toastmasters, Manga-

lore SEZ  

3 CL, CC, ALB  

Pochiraju, Harsha 

Jithendra  

Textron India Toastmasters 

Club  

3 CC, CL, ALB  

Rangaraju, Ravi Thomson Reuters Toastmasters 

Club Bangalore  

3 ALB, ACB, CL  

Sareen Shivani INSPIRON Toastmasters Club 3 CC, CL, ALB  

Soori, Praveen  IBC Titans Toastmasters Club  3 CC, ALB, CL  
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November 15th , 2016 – The upcoming deadline 

Every member matters!! If your club is the club with highest membership retention 

in your Division, your club is in the running for the coveted Nonagon award. 

Awarded to the Club, which achieves the highest membership retention in its Division 

for each of the terms: 

 Sep 1, 2016 – Nov 15, 2016 

 Mar 1, 2017 – May 15, 2017 

Winning Clubs will be recognized at the respective District Conferences – Jamboree 

2016 (Kovalam). 

 

*Eligible Clubs -  All clubs, which form a part of the District's club base as of July 1, 

2016. No new clubs are eligible for this award.  

Nonagon Award 
 

The Fast Five will be awarded to all clubs that: 

 Achieve 5 DCP Points by Nov 15, 2016. 

 Have 20 (or Base+5) active members on the roster by Nov 15, 2016. 

 Winning Clubs will be recognized during the District Semi-Annual Conference, 

Jamboree 2016 (Kovalam). 

Fast Five Award 
 

DTM Award  
Member Home club Date awarded 

Mirza, Askander  Ascent Toastmasters Club  9/5/16  

Mathai, George Kutty  Kochi Club  9/8/16  

Division Area Club name and location Charter Date 

I 3 Bosch Toastmasters 03rd  August 2016 

E 4 Shell We Talk 12th  September 2016 

New clubs chartered in district 92, till 30.09.2016 
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November 15th , 2016 – The upcoming deadline 

It is awarded to the Best Club Newsletter of each of the terms 

Judging criteria: 

1. Toastmasters Club (Chapter) Information (2 points max for each – Total 0-6 

points) 

2. Promotion of Toastmasters Program (3 points max for each – Total 0-9 points) 

3. Layout & Presentation (5 points max for each – Total 0-15 points) 

4. Editorial Information (5 points max for each – Total 0-20 points) 

5. Content of newsletter (Total 0-50 Points: 0-5 points for each item)  

 

Submit here: http://www.tmdistrict92.org/tmdistrict92/index.php/awards/pr/best-

club-newsletter 

To see the latest editions of District 92's Club Newsletters, visit:  

http://www.tmdistrict92.org/tmdistrict92/index.php/toastmasters -media/

newsletters/club-newsletters 

Best Club Newsletter Award 
 

The Linkers Award has been implemented to encourage more combined/joint meet-

ings between clubs. The benefits are simple connect, interact, network, and build a 

bridge of relation with people in the Toastmasters movement across clubs, areas, & 

divisions. 

Awarded to the Top 3 Clubs with highest number of points attained through joint club 

meetings across District 92 of each of the terms: 

 Jul 1, 2016 – Nov 15, 2016 

 Nov 16, 2016 – May 15, 2017 

Winning Clubs will be recognized during the District Conferences. 

 

 Meeting agenda to be shared at least 2 days before the meeting by VP-Ed of Host 

Club; clearly mentioning roles by Host/Visiting Club members. 

 Minutes of the meeting to be shared by Secretary of Host Club within 5 days of 

meeting. 

 A Group Photo of Host Club & Visiting Club members at the Linkers Meeting is re-

quired.  

Linkers Award 
 

 

http://www.tmdistrict92.org/tmdistrict92/index.php/awards/pr/best-club-newsletter
http://www.tmdistrict92.org/tmdistrict92/index.php/awards/pr/best-club-newsletter
http://www.tmdistrict92.org/tmdistrict92/index.php/toastmasters-media/newsletters/club-newsletters
http://www.tmdistrict92.org/tmdistrict92/index.php/toastmasters-media/newsletters/club-newsletters
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Upcoming area contests 

Upcoming Division Semi-Annual Conferences 
Division D Semi-Annual Meet: 23rd October 2016 

Division G & H Semi-Annual Meet: 30th October 2016 

 



 10 

 

Memories from  

Leadership Development Program 3.0 
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Want to reach the top? 

Want to learn more? 

 

Follow us: 

facebook.com/2016jamboree 

http://facebook.com/2016jamboree

