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TM NIKET DIXIT 
chief editor's note 

“The important thing in life is not to triumph
but to compete.” – Pierre De Coubertin  

The quote aptly captures the way life should
be lived. It does not matter much, whether
we win or lose, but what matters is whether
we take on different challenges or not. If we
win we will move further but if we lose, we
will learn in the process. In both the cases,
we will gain something however, we lose
when we do not do anything or rather do not
compete at all. 

According to me, Toastmasters is not just a
club or a learning platform but a way of life.
Every Toastmasters meeting provides an
opportunity to take on different challenges
whether it be a speech project, role or any
officers responsibility. This helps us to
improve ourselves as a person and instills in
us various qualities such as humility,
responsibility, punctuality etc.  

For every Toastmaster, another important
aspect of this journey is the Contest season,
where one use to witness the best orators
compete against one another. From the
beginning of the contests at the club level, it
is known to everybody that only one person
would emerge victorious; however, people
still give their best shot at every level. The
reason is that the experience is enriching for
all the people involved and this experience is
much more important than any victory. 

As the Chief editor of this edition of the
newsletter, I got the opportunity to go through
each article in detail. Unsurprisingly, I found
that everybody highlighted the aspect of
healthy competition, an enriching experience
and a fulfilling journey. Soon, in next few days
the District 92 Conference “Coronation 2018”
would commence. I am hopeful that you all
would have new learnings and new connections
forged during this conference. 

Wish you all a happy Coronation 2018. 
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Dear Member, 

We are approaching Coronation 2018.  
The Coronation team has been working
tirelessly to bring us a fantastic
experience.  

Contestants have prepared hard and
contested at various levels. The winners
at the Division level, will move to the
District level and the competition is going
to be fierce. I have been able to
successfully pursue my leadership
journey because of my decision to
contest in the Evaluation contest at the
Club level which I won. The confidence
that I got from participating in the Area
level contest was tremendous. We learn
a lot of techniques just by watching
others perform on the stage during the
contests. 

DTM SUDHA BALAJI 
district director's message 

I urge each one of you to actively
contest whenever an opportunity is
presented before you. Please
encourage others also, to participate
and learn in the process. 

See you at the Coronation 2018 and let
us watch the clash of the titans. 
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Welcome, Contests......!!! 

Ever wondered, what makes the
contestants to come back to the contest
arena, even if they lose the contests? We
are aware of the real-life experiences of
World Champions of Public Speaking,
attempting the International Speech
Contests at the International level,
several times...They never looked back
until they eventually emerged as the
Champions! They never gave up; instead,
continued to put in more and more
efforts, till they reached the pinnacle of
success!! 

Words of wisdom from Bonnie Blair,
"Winning doesn’t always mean being
first. Winning means you’re doing better
than you’ve ever done before” are
squarely fit to a Toastmaster, who is up
there on the contest stage. Every time
one performs in a contest, one tries to be
better than one’s own previous
performance.  

This means that the participation in
contests itself, is a victory for a
participant. Being first among the
contestants is not the sole purpose of
contests.  Be there - and you are a
winner!! 

We wish all the best, to each and every
contestant at Coronation 2018! All of us
are there, to cheer you up, and celebrate
your success... 

DTM NAGARANJAN P A 
PROGRAM QUALITY DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE 
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Dear Toastmasters, 

It’s that exciting time of the year when
best competes against the best and
emerge better than the rest! Yes, It’s the
CONTEST TIME. 

Just imagine, amongst 6500+ members in
the District, there emerges one winner for
the International speech contest and one
winner for the Table Topics speech across
several rounds at Club, Area, Division and
District. Let me share some insights into
the mind-boggling number of
toastmasters who are involved in
choosing these winners. Also, how our
members effectively leverage this
opportunity for personal and professional
growth. 

Firstly, close to 1000 members across
various contests participate from 200+
clubs (238 to be precise) and compete
fiercely to proceed from Club to District
level. For these contests, an equal number
of members do judging to choose the
winners at all levels. On top of this, if you
add the contest chair, MOC, SAA, Timer
and Tally Counters who are involved at all
the levels, we have another 1000
members actively engaged in choosing the
three winners eventually. Each of these
contests are attended by Toastmasters
ranging from 25 members at club level to
400+ at the Coronation, our upcoming
Annual Conference. Thus, a conservative
estimate may lead to close to 5000
members involved in the spectacle which
culminates at the end of May. 

DTM RAJ KUMAR BANSAL 
Club Growth Director's Message 

It is quite possible that these 5000 members
may not be unique but suffice it to assume
that at least 70-75% of total toastmasters in
the District do meet, greet and network
amongst themselves during the CONTEST
TIME. 
Don’t you think that it is one of the greatest
opportunity for people to build connects
which is useful to add to personal and
professional networks? I guess you do. It is
also a time to have lots of fun along with
delicious snacks, food and listening to
inspirational speeches. There are also
speeches which stay in our minds a bit
longer and leave us with plenty of food for
thought. 

I urge each one of you thus, to explore a
little more outside your respective Club,
Area and Division. Contest season provides
a beautiful window to network and the
bigger your network, the larger is your
NETWORTH. 

Let’s expand our footprint in Toastmasters
and emerge richer with the learnings
gathered during CONTEST TIME.  
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DTM ARJUN S RAJ 
PUBLIC RELATIONS MANAGER'S MESSAGE 

Each year, we see hundreds of Toastmasters
in our district participate in the contests at
various levels, starting from the club level.
Each year, we see one person emerge as the
district champion. 

Over the last few years, I was fortunate to
be actively involved in mentoring
toastmasters, across the district, for their
contests. But something amazing happened
last year that I can never forget. A good
friend of mine from my club, TM Sadashiv,
was extremely interested to participate in
the International Speech Contest (ISC). One
characteristic about Sadashiv that I admire
is that, ever since he joined Toastmasters, he
practices his project speeches with utmost
sincerity and always gives his best every
single time. He had blossomed into a fine
speaker.  

When he expressed his interest to
participate in ISC, we started to discuss
ideas and in the next few days, the speech
was ready. For a week, he visited me every
day after work to practice his speech. We
spent hours fine-tuning various aspects of
the speech. Finally, one day before the
contest, he told me that he was not
particular to “win” in the contest. Surprised?
I was surprised as well. He said, “Winning in
the contest against others was never a
priority to me. I have never participated in
any contest in the last two or three years.  

Thus, I want to start competing, not with
others, but with myself and, I think, this is
just the right opportunity for me”. He was
just willing to run his own race and do better
than his own self! 

As human beings, you and I naturally
compare ourselves with others and try very
hard to do better than “others” in various
aspects of our lives. An important question
here is, are we willing to do better than our
own self? That’s what would make you and
me, a real winner in the contest of life! 
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Positive in clear and blue it says.. 
Take a deep breath and the mind sways.. 
With a smile, nod and a wink.. 
You say to him, Its what we think quote 
Tests, checks and routine scans, 
Excited moms, dads and grans.. 
Do this, don't do that, take care.. 
Stress, weights, fatigue - don't you dare! 
Eat good, think good and rest well, 
It's for the baby, not you, they tell... 
Slowly there is this small little bump, 
Feeling it, the heart does a jump! 
The day of the first ultrasound, 
A tiny form, we both watch spellbound... 
A life within, a flickering heartbeat, 
A wonder or just natures feat? 
Tiny feet, tiny hands, baby sounds, baby smells 
Upon all this and more, your mind now dwells. 
The time comes close to end all longings, 
And thus the labor of love begins. 
Through the pain, what's the drive all along? 
To meet you my little one is all I long. 
My Angel, my life now you will adorn, 
And With the Child, a Mother is born. 

TM SNEHAL CHAITANYA 
motherhood 

I am more aware, and thankful for the
support system I have in my extended family. 
Also, anything and everything looks like a
‘health and safety’ hazard to me! 
As my children have grown – I am not the
dreamy mom anymore – I am more like – 
The telephone's ringing, the TV is blaring. 

I penned this poem when we were expecting
our child. I was all mushy at the site of babies,
and there was this Johnson and Johnson
advertisement, that inspired my poem. It’s
true, that with a child is a mother is also born.
And as the child grows, the mother learns and
unlearns a thousand things, and grows too. As
Linda Wooton has quoted - Being a mother is
learning about strengths you didn’t know you
had and dealing with fears you didn’t know
existed.” I am more patient, I appreciate small
pleasures of life more now. Compromise comes
more easily. 
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Sister is crying cause Brothers not sharing. 
There's a spill on the carpet that no one will claim. 
There's no time for sitting when Mommy's your name... 
The laundry is folded but not put away. 
The dishes you just washed are from yesterday. 
Without any warning, your relatives came. 
There's no getting caught up when Mommy's your name... 
You drive to the market, you drive to the school 
You drive to the cleaners, you drive the carpool 
You drive yourself crazy, it's really a shame. 
There's no time for resting when Mommy's your name... 

But, I admire her quite control of the
household and the security and stability she
brings to the house. I admire the effortless
affection she pours into her family. Her world
is her house, and she nurtures it with all her
heart.  

My mother-in-law was the one who taught me
to give my whole self to the baby. Both these
women helped me find my bearings as a
mother and continue to help me balance my
world as a parent. I remember, for my baby
shower my neighbours gave me a book on
parenting – I was surprised - really? Do you
need a book? And she said, unlike being a
mother, parenting is not something that just
comes to you. It’s a skill and an art, and you
have to work on it if you want to be a good
parent. 

My journey as a parent continues. Now, my
children are my biggest teachers. As someone
said - It’s a choice you make every day – to
put someone else’s happiness and well-being
ahead of your own, to teach the hard lessons,
to do the right thing even when you’re not
sure. I am on this journey and I know it’s a
hard one – but I also know that it is and will be
a very rewarding one too. 

What an apt poem, unfortunately, I don’t
know who this brilliant poet is – but I am
sure she is a very authentic mom. 
Talking of other moms, there are two
mothers that stand out for me. One is my
mom, and the other, my mother in law. They
couldn’t be more different, but they both are
fantastic moms. 

My mom recently retired as a Class-1
officer, after 37 years of service. She
successfully juggled an orthodox mother-in-
law, her career and raised 3 kids. My mother
is confident in her abilities and independent
in her decisions. She has instilled the same
qualities in us. When she stayed with us
when my child was born, her focus was on
getting me back on to my own feet. She
ensured I didn’t get overwhelmed by the
chores of being a mother. She said, “You will
go back to work, and you will be able to
manage work and home, just give yourself
some time “. And she assured me I was not
selfish in doing so. “It’s not like you won’t
have your dreams and wants – it’s just that
the kids will come first”. 

My mother-in-law is the opposite of my
mother. Shy with strangers, she has hardly
stepped outside the secure environment of
her house and family. She is dependent on
her family members for a lot of things. 
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TM YAGYAWALCYA SEN 
DATA IS THE NEW OIL, GOLD AND POWER 

Dear Toastmasters, 

It’s that exciting time of the year when
best competes against the best and
emerge better than the rest! Yes, It’s the
CONTEST TIME. 

Just imagine, amongst 6500+ members in
the District, there emerges one winner for
the International speech contest and one
winner for the Table Topics speech across
several rounds at Club, Area, Division and
District. Let me share some insights into
the mind-boggling number of toastmasters
who are involved in choosing these
winners. Also, how our members
effectively leverage this opportunity for
personal and professional growth. 

Firstly, close to 1000 members across
various contests participate from 200+
clubs (238 to be precise) and compete
fiercely to proceed from Club to District
level. For these contests, an equal number
of members do judging to choose the
winners at all levels. On top of this, if you
add the contest chair, MOC, SAA, Timer
and Tally Counters who are involved at all
the levels, we have another 1000 members
actively engaged in choosing the three
winners eventually. Each of these contests
are attended by Toastmasters ranging
from 25 members at club level to 400+ at
the Coronation, our upcoming Annual
Conference. Thus, a conservative estimate
may lead to close to 5000 members
involved in the spectacle which culminates
at the end of May. It is quite possible that
these 5000 members may not be unique
but suffice 

 it to assume that at least 70-75% of total
toastmasters in the District do meet, greet
and network amongst themselves during
the CONTEST TIME. 

Don’t you think that it is one of the
greatest opportunity for people to build
connects which is useful to add to
personal and professional networks? I
guess you do. It is also a time to have lots
of fun along with delicious snacks, food
and listening to inspirational speeches.
There are also speeches which stay in our
minds a bit longer and leave us with plenty
of food for thought. 

I urge each one of you thus, to explore a
little more outside your respective Club,
Area and Division. Contest season
provides a beautiful window to network
and the bigger your network, the larger is
your NETWORTH. 

Let’s expand our footprint in Toastmasters
and emerge richer with the learnings
gathered during CONTEST TIME.  
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INTERNATIONAL SPEECH CONTESTANTS

TM AALAP MEHTA 
DIV J

TM DEEPAK  JUSTIN 
DIV C

TM AJITH KUMAR 
DIV D

TM NEIL GONSALVES 
DIV G

TM FLEXON FRENANDES 
DIV F

TM DIRISH MOHAN 
DIV A

TM PARIKSHITH V 
DIV B

TM SAVEEN HEGDE 
DIV E

TM SAMUEL WANKHADE 
DIV I

TM KAMAL KISHORE 
DIV H
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TM YASH PONANNA 
DIV F

TM MANESH KUMAR 
DIV C

TM MATHEW VARGHESE 
DIV B

TM RITHUN KAVIL REGI 
DIV I

TM AUROBINDO KIRIYAKIRE 
DIV E

TM SPURGEON K RAJU 
DIV D

TABLE TOPICS CONTESTANTS

TM AKSHAY ABRAHAM 
DIV J

TM ADITYA PRADEEP 
DIV H

TM NEIL GONSALVES 
DIV G

TM NISHANTH P.K 
DIV A
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There are some places in every corner of the
world so picturesque that words fail before
them. A camera cannot justify the
magnificence of such a place and one just
feels like keeping the camera aside and
capturing each and every moment spent
there in one's memories. These memories
then become that individual's "happy places"
where he/she seeks refuge for a moment of
inner peace. I had come across one such
place amid the heavenly state of Meghalaya.
Everyone visits touristy places when its
"the" season but visiting them off-season
has a completely different charm altogether.
I visited the Nohkalikai falls in such a
setting, and it was one breathtaking
experience. I have tried to put in words my
adoration of that encounter and how it helps
me rejuvenate. Here it goes...  

P.S. It has Harry Potter references. 

'Expecto Patronum … ' 

Tired the other day, I lay on my bed 
Not knowing when, went into a deep slumber 
Started dreaming of a world once I read 
Far from reality, a figment from the realm of
Potter 

There I was standing in a majestic hall 
In the center was the scintillating Pensieve 
"Welcome" bellowed a man quite old and tall 
Sporting half-moon glasses and a beard
massive Said he, "Floats a memory in the
Pensieve so happy and strong" 

"Can conjure a Patronus, capable of
annihilating the meanest of dementors" 
Curious, I take a peek inside deep and long 
The hall starts to fade, replaces a scene full of
splendors 

I am sitting on the edge of a cliff at the world's
end. The sun is setting among the lush green
mountains on the left. The sound of silence is
heard from the magnificent falls godsend. A
backdrop so serene, tranquil, calm and sorrow
bereft. 

Time has come to a standstill. It is just me
alone in the peace and quiet. Those brief
twelve minutes spent on that hill mark the best
moments of my life in that haven delight. Such
is the allure of the place I speak of. Make all
the troubles seem so petty. If heaven did exist
somewhere far-off. Sure, it would have a
sanctum of such beauty 

With that memory fresh in my mind, 
I wake up and sit on the bed upright feeling
awesome, to all the fears, doubts and
dementors in my head twined, I wave my
fictitious wand and cast the spell Expecto
Patronum 

Expecto Patronum… 

TM Netratav
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IIMB Orators club is an amazing
amalgamation of talent, dedication,
innovation with a galaxy of stars from
different walks of life. It all started way back
in 2009, as a small idea inspired by the speech
of Our People’s president Dr. APJ Abdul
Kalam, at the IIM Bangalore Campus during
the monthly alumni initiative. Craving to do
something engaging and everlasting, the idea
of starting a Toastmasters club germinated in
the minds of some alumni. There we had
LA1924 in the IIMB Campus mentoring and
the journey begun.  
An organization to grow well requires people
to come together, leaving aside their egos and
positions. They need to selflessly contribute,
lay a strong foundation and put in best
practices, create a strong work ethics so that
the fundamentals are strong. This will make
people enjoy the company of each other and
help them grow.  IIMB Orators club had been
lucky to have all these ingredients from the
beginning. These fundamentals were practiced
by all the members of the club over a period of
time.     
Today, at this point where we are standing as
a corporate club, IIMB Orators can be proud
of the fact that we had come together and
made it happen, living up to the famous quote
of Henry Ford which says, “Coming together is
a beginning; keeping together is progress and
working together is success”. Now it has
grown into an informal alma mater where
people from various walks of life from various
corners of Bangalore make it a point to come
together week after week and follow the best
practices that enables them to grow as an all-
around intellectual group and widen their
horizons.                                                                
       

Why I am proud of my club…

TM Dr(Wgcdr) A Nagasubramaniam

Guests who attend our meeting scheduled
between 7.30- 9.30 AM on each Saturday,
share how they are deeply touched by the
high energy and inspirational time spent at
our club Anyone who walks into our club
meetings will not go disappointed.    
Reaching a milestone is not only a time to
celebrate but also time for reflecting upon
the current reality, taking inspiration from
the past achievements and readjusting the
sails to take the journey forward in the right
direction. We recently completed our 400th
meeting. Crossing 400th meeting is not a
mean achievement for a corporate club like
ours, because unlike a regular corporate club
attached to an organization, none of our
members are from one organization. It
requires lots of coordination at various levels
by various people to organize the meetings
week after week, because priorities change
due to their heterogeneous work situations. 
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Despite this, several stalwarts have
contributed to the growth of this club with
dedication and involvement and many have
become stalwarts themselves in the
process. There is always someone who puts
their hands up and handle the situation
and brings value and energy for our
meetings. 
My love for my club and its selfless
members keep growing not only from the
time I came in touch with the club two
years back but also after every interaction.
To be learning from the likes of many
stalwarts in my club just by  

observing them is a great feeling which I
will not like to barter for anything.  DTM
Sudha Balajee (District Director), TM Tony
Varghese (Author of “The Autograph
Seeker”), Tonapi Brothers - TM Vivek and
TM Sachin who are contributing at the
Area level, TM Dr. Sibichen Mathew (An
Asthavadhani), TM Srinivas Magal
(Current President who is also
instrumental in starting a Kannada
Toastmasters club), Our first woman
president TM Saradha…the list goes on
and on. I am proud to be part of this club.
Visit us and you will definitely endorse my
views. 
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NEWLY CHARTERED CLUBS

T John College Toastmasters Club
(19/4/2018) 
Anchor ED Toastmasters Club 
(1/4/2018)
State Street India Toastmasters Club
(4/4/2018) 
Bangalore Storytellers Toastmasters
Club (1/5/2018) 
Merck SBS Toastmasters Club
(30/4/2018) 
Eikonic Toastmasters                             
(11/4/2018) 
SoundBytes                                         
(24/4/2018) 

DTM AWARDS

SAP SpeakToLead Toastmasters Club 
Winners Club 
Winners Club 
IBC Titans Toastmasters Club 
Dell Sukti Toastmasters Club 
Koramangala Toastmasters Club 

Ranju Gupta 
Hima Urmila Shetty 
Savitha Salian 
Anusha Alva 
Gopinath Srinivasan 
Pramit Pratim Ghosh 
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triple crown awards

Acharjee, Suchasmita - CC , ACB , ALB 
Anser, Anbareen - CC , ACB , ALB 
Arabi, Shahab - CL , ALB , CC 
Azmi, Syeda Farha - ALB , CC , CL 
Balegar, Bindu - ALB , ACB , CL 
Choudary, Ribu - ALB , ACB , CC 
Daxayani, P - ALB , CC , CL 
Deivasigamani, Hariprashanth -
ALB , CC , CL 
Dsouza, Blossom Tina - ALB , CL , CC 
DSouza, Johnson Bruno - CC , CL , ALB 
Ethirajan, Malathi - CL , ALB , ACB 
Francis, Bencil - CL , CC , ALB 
Gnanamani, Don Bosco - CC , CL , ALB 
Gupta, Ranju - LDREXC , ALS , ACG , DTM 
Henry, Nithila - CC , ALB , CL 
Jose, Jane - ALB , CC , ACG 
Justus, Jonathan - ALB , ACB , CL 
Kakadasam, Sreekiran Ranganna -
CC , ALB , CL 
Kasat, Kirti Kumar - CL , CC , ALB 
Kishore, Adikar - LDREXC , ACS , ACG 
Kodali, Sri Sailaja - CL , CC , ALB 
Kornaya, Navin S - CC , ALB , CL 
Kothari, Preeti Pravesh - CC , CL , LDREXC 
Kumar, Praveen - ACB , CL , CC 
Lilly, Nirmala - ALS , ALB , CL 
M, Ameena - ALB , CC , CL 
Mahalingam, Narayanan - ALB , CL , CC 
Mukerjee, Anirudha - CL , CC , ALB 
Muthalali, Leena - CL , LDREXC , ACG 

Naik, Krishnakanth - CL , CC , ALB 
Nair, Sarita - CL , CC , ALB 
Nandajan, Sheeba - CL , ALB , CC 
P.R., Sreenivasan - ALB , ACB , CL 
Pallavapuram, Boopathy Sankar - CL , ALB 
                                                            CC 
Radhakrishnan, M - ACB , CC , CL 
Rajan, Usha - ALS , LDREXC , CL 
Raju, Veena - CL , ALB , CC 
Ramakrishna, Dheeraj - CC , ALB , CL 
Ramakrishnan, Nishtha - ALB , CC , CL 
Ramaswamy, Manjunath - CC , CL , ALB 
S, Beena - ACS , ALB , CL 
Sahadev, Kiran - CL , ACB , ALB 
Salian, Savitha - ACG , DTM , CL , ACS 
Sarkar, Gourav - CC , ALB , CL 
Sengupta, Nirmalya - ALB , ACS , ACB 
Shetty, Hima Urmila - ALB , CL , LDREXC ,   
                                       ALS ,  DTM , ACG
Sivadasan, Vishnu - CC , ALB , CL 
Somasundaram, Indhujah - CC , ALB , CL 
Srinivasan, Gopinath - ACG , DTM , ACS ,   
                                        ALS 
Srinivasan, Shruti - ALB , LDREXC , ACG 
Thomas, Sony - CL , CC , ALB 
V. S., Shivashree Vysali - CL , CC , ACB 
Vasudevan Pillai, Sandeep - CC , CL , ALB 
Vedula, Shivaram - ALB , CC , CL 
Velugula, Sirisha - CL , ALB , CC 
Vincent, Deepa - CL , ALB , CC 
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