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Raj Kumar Bansal, DTM

District Director

Dear Toastmasters, 
 
An African proverb says " If you want to go fast, go alone but if you want to go far, 
go together". This neatly sums up the journey of the last 13 months...yes you read 
it right! As a District Director, my term started the day I was elected last in May 
2019. 
 
I am thankful for those lovely few days at DoTP at Angsana Resort with DEC and 
am grateful for the camaraderie and fun we had in a lovely picturesque setting. 

Thank you DEC team, you are incredibly committed and people focused.
 
The engaging sessions at TLI and Forte imparted training to our club officers, members, judges and my 
sincere gratitude to all faculties and guest speakers for educational sessions. Blessed are we with those 
organizations and institutions who offered their venue for the events.
 
The contest brought in a competitive spirit split between in-person and online events. We are grateful to 
leaders who stepped in Covid times and delivered online meetings, contests, conferences and even 
elections. That these went off smoothly with no hiccups is testimony to collaboration between various 
entities. Thank You.
 
Supreme effort and dedication by the PR team who produced masterpiece posters, newsletters. PR events 
such as Family Day brought vibrancy to the District events. The efficient and timely finance management 
brought fiscal discipline and administrative actions were done with excellence. Thank you, Top 11 team.
 
Finally, the Quintet who stayed together, ate together and prayed together for District success. Five of us 
punched above our waist to make each other look good. 
 
Thank you to your families and friends  as without their sacrifice, we couldn't have come this far.
 
"I end with a song -  " We are one, under the sun, forever and ever together."
 
God bless all.
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Chimmu Kutty, DTM

Program Quality Director, 92A

When we started out last July, all of us were a motley group of members thrown 
together on this journey.  Slowly, we banded, bonded and became a family.  Yes, 
today when my term comes to an end, I feel like I have gained a family – friends 
of the heart.

This past year in the PQD’s Office has been hectic. Here are some of the 
highlights:

• Over a 1000 club officers trained in each term.

• Successfully launched and run the LEAD Program in Bangalore and Mangalore

• Conducted the hugely popular and highly attended Emparch – a contest event exclusively for college 
students. Emparch was conducted in Kochi, Kozhikode, Mangalore, twice in Bangalore and concluded with 
the grand finale in Bangalore.

• Forte – Contest Management and Judges Training was conducted in Kochi, Mangalore and Bangalore with 
over a 1000 members trained in all.

• Several YLP programs were conducted across the District benefitting school children.
 
• Contest season started with a bang in January.

Suddenly – COVID happened.... there was a short break.

Our members came together to help figure out a way to conduct contests online and to have dry runs for 
the speech contest.

The contests resumed after the District Executive Committee voted to hold only the International Speech 
Contest Online.  All Areas and Divisions completed their online contests.   We hosted the semi-finals which 
had an attendance of 500 members each.  Not surprisingly, the Online Coronation 2020 had an attendance 
of almost 1000 and was a grand success.

All these successes and accolades would not have been possible without the support of the District Officers 
and the club members.  For every event, there were willing hands to support, to lend their time, expertise 
and energy to ensure success.

Thank you to each one of my District 92 family who have supported and worked alongside me this past year.  
I am blessed to have had the opportunity to know you and call you as a friend.

However, this is only the end of a term.  The journey continues. 

“Awards become corroded. Friends gather no dust.” – Jesse Owens
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TM Azma Sheikh

Boopathy Shankar, DTM

Program Quality Director, 92B

Thank you Toastmasters!
 
 It has been 10 years since I joined Toastmasters and speech slots may not be 
enough to tell my sincere thanks to the hundreds of Toastmasters who would 
have given me a meaning to my life.  There are numerous anecdotes which are 
shared in speeches about the value add from fellow Toastmasters.  I believe 
these genuine messages generate a lot of positivity among the listeners and 
push them in a small way to serve or contribute more to others.  

One such incident was from my then home club in the US, where one non-native speaker joined our club to 
improve her communication skills and gain employment. Her mentor helped her in structuring the 
speeches in such a way that in eight weeks she had completed her eight projects and she gained 
employment as well. I am very sure, this is not the one off story but a story to be shared with all.  

My request to all Toastmasters would be to share your message of gratitude with all the people you interact 
with.  This would help spread the message of hope and positivity all around us in these times.

As we are nearing the Toastmasters year end, I would like to sincerely thank all the Toastmasters who have 
done tremendous work in the past one year to make our District a Smedley Distinguished District despite a 
tough situation.  Imagine, if members had not delivered their projects, attended the online meetings, 
renewed their membership, this magnificent feat would not have been possible. This is due to the collective 
effort of every Toastmaster in this District and the exceptional service of several leaders. 

I would like to personally thank all the members of extended teams in PQD, CGD & DPRM offices for their 
contribution to the District mission tirelessly till date.  It takes a lot of humility and great attitude to serve in 
an uncredited role!  We are blessed to have such volunteers who go over and beyond their assignment and 
help the District in their best possible way.

Thanks again to all the members of District 92 and wishing you all a great learning ahead!!!

Vanitha Rangarajan,DTM

Club Growth Director, 92A

It is the end of an amazing term working with the District Quintet. The Club 
Growth Director's role has been nothing short of a rollercoaster ride and I am so 
grateful for the wonderful learnings and lessons I am taking , at the end of the 
role. This role has literally shaped me to become stronger, more focussed, 
appreciate people better and most of all, be thankful for those who make it 
happen for you. 
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My last newsletter is dedicated to the very sincere and committed CGD Extended team who believed in both 
of us CGDs, gave us the extra helping hand to experiment new initiatives, track various deadlines and awards 
and help us come out with amazing results in the CGD year . Everyone did their role to the utmost perfection, 
owned their initiative completely and worked very hard for the success of the role that they committed to.

Among so many other things in this Toastmaster year, I feel so blessed for the CGD team members - Prakash 
Tamhankar , Arun Ramarathnam, Preethi Jayapal, Beena Vas, Divyashree Gatti, Gopal Karmakar, Sushant 
Sarkar and Jagriti Pandey (for a brief while)! I did feel like Goddess Durga Maa with 8 additional pairs of 
hands this year, all thanks to them!

Sagnik Biswas,DTM

Club Growth Director, 92B

Another year draws to a close, and as the curtains 
come down on this year, you have nothing to be but 
grateful, thankful and blessed.

How? On many counts, grateful for living, at the very 
beginning. I am really grateful that this year showed 
us the implications of a worldwide pandemic, and 
the seriousness of it itself. In the process of this time, 
it has helped me nix some bad habits off my chart, as 
maybe for me, the fear of it all was the greatest 
motivator. I am grateful that I can still message, call, 
press a few buttons and screens, and still get life 
moving. As a famous Bengali actor said in a movie 
"Always remember, no matter what situation befalls 

you, you are the luckiest person in that situation... life is a buttery ride, smooth 
sailing all the way through after that..", I stick to the "this too shall pass" frame of 
mind. I am thankful for the team that worked with me, thankful to all the efforts, 
seen and unseen that the 100+ people associated directly with the District in 
many roles, and the 6000+ members who decided to continue their journey 
through this pandemic, and continue supporting us. The fact that I am blessed 
is that we have people in this movement who still genuinely reach out and care 
for one another, and fiercely if need be. Till we keep that spirit, that we check on 
the next member, that we keep them in mind, we can overcome anything.

This year has been a revelation. Those who have lived through will never be the 
same again, for the better. They will know the power of human connection in 

the worst pandemic that managed to unite us, even though it separated us by distance. This pandemic will 
continue to bother us for some time to come, but I take hope in Churchill's oft quoted words and put that in 
perspective for the year 2019-20 and hope that we take what we learnt this year, to apply to all years that 
come forth:

"Now this is not the end. It is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning."
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TM Azma Sheikh

Geetha Prasanna,DTM

District PR Manager

I am grateful for having had the opportunity to serve the District in my role as the 
District Public Relations Manager. Grateful for all the support I received 
throughout the term from District leaders and members alike. Grateful for the 
love and good vibes that came in from Toastmasters I had not even met. Like they 
say, strangers are friends you have not yet met. And at Toastmasters, the only 
thing that matters is that you are a Toastmaster. Grateful that I continue to stay 
associated with this organization where respect and integrity are paramount.
 
Thankful to our District Director Raj Kumar Bansal, DTM for trusting me with this 

huge responsibility. It has been an honour to work and learn under a leader I have always looked up to.
 
Thankful to the warm-hearted PQDs, Distinguished Toastmasters - Boopathy and Chimmu for your patience 
and persistence, the go-getters CGDs - Distinguished Toastmasters Vanitha and Sagnik for making my 
journey serendipitous with creative ideas, pleasant surprises and much needed humour at times.
 
Last but not the least, my deepest gratitude to every member of the District PR team- you guys are rockstars! 
Through your long days, sleepless nights, different time zones, health issues, relocation, project deadlines, 
change of job, you were always there for me every time I needed you. I am humbled by your dedication to 
Toastmasters and honored that I had this opportunity to work with each one of you. I could not have asked 
for a better team!
 
Blessed to be associated with Toastmasters who inspire me every single day to be a better version of myself. 
As we look forward to another term, I wish each one of you aspire more and break all barriers. Because at 
Toastmasters, everything is possible!
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Women In Toastmasters
TM Aparna Pappu , WIT team

Did you know that there was a time in Toastmasters when women were not admitted in the meetings? It all started 

in 1970, when Helen Blanchard, a courageous woman, started involving  herself with Toastmasters meetings. She had 

to change her name to Homer Blanchard (name of a man) to stay in the club. That step finally made it possible, when 

in 1973, women were officially allowed to join Toastmasters meetings.

Helen Blanchard marked history as she rose to become the first 

woman International President of Toastmasters International in 

1985-1986.

About the event:

The year 2020 has given us a reason to celebrate - 50 years of Helen 

Blanchard's courageous first step. As a celebration, 'Women In 

Toastmasters'(WIT), a District-92 global event was conducted  on 

the 6th and 7th  of June 2020. Designed and excellently executed 

by two Toastmasters from District 92 to motivate every set of 

audiences to stay bold,  the organizing team led by TM Rakhi P 

(SmartCity Toastmasters Club, Kochi) and TM Sandipa Maheswari 

(Infosys Toastmasters Club, Mysore)  had envisioned the successful 

event & put in their tremendous efforts in making it a reality. To 

strike the right balance, men stood as guiding stars. The event was 

one-of-a-kind wherein role takers were from 6 continents,17 

countries and 21 districts. The event organizing committee was 

formed by women across District 92.

 

Day 1

On 6th June 2020, at 8 PM IST, the event went live with a special 

Toastmasters meeting. The theme of the day was ‘Individually strong, 

together powerful’.  Strong women role takers from different walks of 

life, namely authors, TEDx speakers, Stand-up comedians, District 

champions of public speaking, two time DTM’s, etc. across the globe 

convened on one platform. The event was opened by event chair TM 

Rakhi P. 

Region 13, International Director- Sudha Balajee, DTM and District 92 

Director- Raj Kumar Bansal, DTM addressed the gathering.

To add  a feather to the crown, the Table Topics session was creative and fun filled where men also participated 

enthusiastically. 
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The meeting of the day concluded with the vote of thanks by the Event Chair, 

TM Sandipa Maheswari.

 
Day 2

7th June 2020, the second day of 

the global event was all set to let 

the audience view things from 

illustrious people’s lens. Event 

Chair, TM Sandipa Maheswari 

welcomed everyone.

District 92A, Program Quality Director - Chimmukutty, DTM and District 92A, 

Club Growth Director - Vanitha Rangarajan, DTM elevated the energy with 

their addresses. 

Highlights

Past President of Toastmasters International (2010-2011) Pat Johnson, DTM, 

inspired everyone to expand and explore their possibilities with her speech 

‘You never know what you miss if you dont stand up’. The second-place 

winner of World Champion of Public Speaking 2019 - TM Luisa Montalvo shed 

insightful light on public speaking techniques by sharing anecdotes from her 

life story. Accredited Speaker Sheryl Roush, DTM enriched the audience with 

different communication styles. Negotiation expert, Accredited Speaker 

Eldonna Lewis Fernandez equipped the audience with negotiation strategies.

The most treasured element of the evening was when the eminent speakers 

cherished precious memories they had with Helen Blanchard.

Gratitude is always the least that can be given but it's the heart that speaks 

and this was carried out by TM Rakhi P. District 92 Director - Rajkumar Bansal, 

DTM appreciated all the efforts and thanked the global audience.

Conclusion

In the history of Toastmasters, this was the first time women Toastmasters 

across the globe came together on a single platform and celebrated the 50 years of the courageous first step taken 

by a strong woman leader (Helen Blanchard). Through this event, women across the globe felt so special and proved 

that when women come together, wonderful things happen. The event was widely appreciated worldwide for its 

diversity, idea, and execution. Men have and will always be great supporters in all wonderful upcoming historical 

steps by women.
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Thank You Toastmasters
TM Azma Sheikh

The rectangular screen glistened in pride

When, in its history, it saw

the countless that it brought together.

The meetings where a lot was gained

the trainings for the trained and the untrained,

and the contests where nerves were strained. 

From their tiny 1 dimensional squares

they heard stories of bigger spaces-

of times when meetings didn’t zoom by.

The lectern felt humbled to perform its duty

of being the holy support.

The banner stood wide-chested,

flashing ribbons to represent.

The sturdy chairs and desks

bore the nervous energy

that tried to be transferred away.

And for the love of things that could be clear,

the gavel clapped with a resounding cheer,

as if speaking on behalf of everyone near-

‘Thank you Toastmasters for that great year’
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Division Highlights

Division D

1. Distinguished Clubs: 15 clubs distinguished and above, out of which 8 are 10/10 DCP points. 

2. Super 30 Initiative:  Recalling 30 moments of the Division for this year.

3. Welcomed a new club:  Broadridge Bangalore Toastmasters Club

4. Awards: The clubs bagged a lot of awards at the District Conference - Coronation 2020.
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Division O

1. DTM Award: TM Usha Iyengar, TM Karthik Nellutla, TM Licy John, TM Manjunatha Venkataramanappa achieved 

highest level of educational achievement in Toastmasters, the Distinguished Toastmasters award.

2. Club Awards by CGD and PQD: Zinnov Toastmasters from Area O3 received Spirit of 92, Golden Gavel, Pinnacle, 

Fast Five, Rendezvous awards. Bosch Raconteurs received Fast Five award. Sunquest received Phoenix, Spirit of 92 

and Fast Five awards.

3. Silver Status for Club Online Ovation: Bangalore CA's Toastmasters Club, Bosch Raconteurs and Zinnov 

Toastmasters Club. 

4. Distinguished Club Coaches: TM Sindhuja and TM Muthuvelavan Natarajan for Sunquest Toastmasters 

5. Division O Member Recognitions: TM Lokesh Raju for CIC Volunteer, TM Manas Bhargava for Lead Coordinator, 

TM Vineet Sinha for District PR.

6. Visiting Victor Award:TM Sindhuja, TM Karthik 

Nellutla, TM Licy John, and TM Sheeba Nair received 

Visiting Victor award

7. Inter-Continental Meeting: Zinnov had a very 

successful Inter-Continental meeting with Minsk 

Toastmasters Club on 7th June. The collaborative 

meeting saw enthusiastic participation from members of 

both Zinnov and Minsk Toastmasters clubs. This was a 

first of its kind meeting in Area O3. There were a bunch of 

takeaways from the meeting that both the clubs could 

implement them in their meetings. 
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1. Club number: 7767688

Broadridge Bangalore Toastmasters Club

Area 2 , Division D

2. Club number: 7762021

Christ Toastmasters Club

Area 2 , Division E

New Clubs - June 2020
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PR Team: Signing Off!

TM Azma Sheikh

The ride from 'I don't think I 

can do this' to 'it's difficult 

but we can work through it' 

has been full of learning. 

Truckloads of gratitude 

goes out to our DPRM, 

Geetha and fellow Punters 

for driving on this amazing 

road with us.

TM Piyush Mehrotra
 

The PR term has been very special to 

me. Not only did it introduce me to 

some great people, but it also helped 

me hone my creative skills. It's been a 

wonderful year & it’s something I'll 

definitely remember.

We started with a few ideas to make this term special for you and we hope we 

managed… 

To let you reminisce your moments of glory

To have you cheer for your club members

To help share your memories with the Toastmasters family

To quietly reflect on what could be better

To drive learning from experiences of fellow members

To make you smile for your every achievement

To let you shine your very best

District 92, it has been a pleasure!

Signing off,

Geetha Prasanna

District 92 Public Relations Manager

2019-2020
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TM Jeevan Bharath

Steve Jobs once said and I quote “ Your work 

is going to fill a large part of your life, and the 

only way to be truly satisfied is to do what 

you believe is great work. And the only way to 

do great work is to love what you do”. Thank 

you District PR  for making me better & 

passionate enough to do what I love to do. 

Thank you for the opportunity and it’s been 

great serving the District.

TM Mounica M

I am truly grateful, thankful, blessed. I 

have always been fortunate with 

everything I do related to Toastmasters. 

Being part of PR punters has helped me 

grow into different dimensions. It takes 

real passion to convert a piece of 

information into a masterpiece. It was a 

great opportunity for me to show such 

passion through the PR Team.

TM Neeta Bhat

I’m eternally grateful, thankful & 

blessed for having found the most 

supportive and encouraging 

people around. Toastmasters has 

been my personal journey towards 

acceptance & recovery. It’s given 

me a chance to experience & 

explore a reason for being. I also 

fell in love - with PR! :) 

It’s been fun working with this 

team.

TM Sachin P
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TM Soujanya H 
 

‘Every sunset is an opportunity 

to reset' goes the famous 

saying. This edition being the 

last one, I would like to thank all 

the members of the newsletter 

team, especially District 92 

PRM, DTM Geetha Prasanna for 

being there as strong support 

and for inspiring me to bring 

out my best version.

TM Sushant Sarkar

This year in Toastmasters International 

has been an exciting year with a lot of 

learnings to reflect upon. It was a 

wonderful experience being part of the 

D92 PR team where I could work with an 

amazing, talented and profoundly 

creative team. We were punters in PR so 

literally did call ourselves PR Punters !! 

Will miss the puntergiri!  PR Team Rocks! 

TM Vineet Sinha
 

I can't help but reflect back on the amazing 12 months I spent 

in D92 PR. Words can’t express how indebted I am to PR 

Punters! I am much obliged to DTM Geetha for giving me the 

opportunity to be part of charismatic teams across the value 

chain of D92 PR, be it forums, newsletters, events, forms. I am 

immensely appreciative for the perseverance and penchant for 

perfection shown by the Kaleidoscope team. Sending my 

heartfelt gratitude to the 2019-20 PR team & ATB for their next 

projects!!

TM Vinod Viswanathan
The only time in my whole journey of life, I have maximised the creative thoughts 

in me. Probably there's a lot more we could think when we get engaged with a 

team who thinks vibrantly. You get constructive feedback on speeches but also on 

your work either be it a poster design or content in it. Its whole lot of experiences 

to cherish from the past 12 months. Time taken here is being very colourful, 

fun-filled and thoughtful. 

TM Seetha Lakshmi
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      TM Alpana Das

If you can get out of Toastmasters what you can get out 

of Toastmasters,you will never get out of Toastmasters! 

Toastmasters is not a program or curriculum, it's a 

beautiful lifelong journey, where we meet, connect and 

work with like minded enthusiastic individuals and in 

the process, learn and grow! I feel blessed to have 

gotten the opportunity to explore and experiment to 

reach my true potential.

Ananda Ingle

I might have been the 

latest addition to the 

team but everyone was 

very welcoming. They 

constantly encouraged 

me and have been the 

nicest bunch to work with. 

Thank you for the time! 

TM Dhinesh G
 

As an introvert, I felt 

obnoxious to work with a 

large group of people, The 

DPRM and PR team gave me a 

different thought process to 

my ideologies. It was a blissful 

experience to work with these 

bunch of personages and look 

forward to it in the future 

again. Three cheers to the PR 

team!

TM Sneha Makani
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TM Vivek Viswam

It was a delightful journey to 

work in the D92 PR Team 

exclusively for Coronation 2020 

with Geetha's support. Grateful 

for the opportunity and 

confidence in me. Thankful for 

all the great learnings and 

blessed for connecting with 

fellow punters of D92 PR Team.

TM Nishant Dehrekar
 

In history, pages being written down as each day 

passes by, I believe we all have come to realise how 

feeble everything around us is and how easily 

everything can fade away. We have been put in a 

space where we need to realize the importance of 

gratitude, empathy and awareness, more so for 

mental health, for ourselves and others around us. 

For the days to come, I wish everyone reading this 

the strength to be able to choose not be a 

consequence of the past, but the progenitor of a 

better future.

TM Supragna K

It can be said - "Every end is first 

step of a new start". Being a part of 

D92 is an immense pleasure. In  

addition to that, being a part of the 

PR team for the Annual Conference 

of D92 - Coronation is something 

that I can't explain. It has given me 

exposure, networking capabilities, 

friends and a lot more. I am a proud 

Toastmasters of District 92, Region 
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Find Us Here!

www.facebook.com/d92tm/

D92 Facebook Page: For us to connect with you. 

www.facebook.com/groups/tmdistrict92/

D92 Facebook Group: For all our official highlights 

www.instagram.com/d92tm/

www.linkedin.com/company/toastmasters-district-92/

D92 LinkedIn: For the professionals in us.

www.twitter.com/toastmastersd92/

D92 Twitter: For the little birdies.

https://www.tmdistrict92.org/

D92 Official Website: For just about everything.
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"Showing gratitude

is one of the simplest yet

most powerful things

humans can do for each other"

Randy Pausch 
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