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MESSAGE FROM
DISTRICT LEADER
DISTRICT DIRECTOR, DISTRICT 92
BOOPATHY SHANKAR P S, DTM

Every Toastmaster would attribute their journey in Toastmasters to a Mentor who would have
guided him to join or who would have helped him to realize his potential. This month we
celebrate the contribution of thousands of mentors who have been helping their mentees.
My salutes to all the mentors who are part of the life of mentees and making a big difference
in their Professional or personal life.
When I joined Toastmasters in 2010, I got a great opportunity to meet my first mentor in DTM
Rhonda Walthall. As a mentor she had challenged me to explore a strong communication
goals with specific timelines. Her simple, but powerful way of questioning would be
remembered by all her mentees. Those questions lead mentees to think about the issue on
hand and the potential solutions. I am grateful for her for instilling the sense of critical
thinking which is helping me professionally.
Today, toastmasters across the globe can reach to many mentors due to the opportunity
Covid has presented to us. Yes, we can reach any mentor in any part of the world for a
specific guidance through technology. I would urge each and every member to make the
choice of reaching to the mentor of their choice. Only request would be to respect their time,
wisdom and demonstrate the attitude of gratitude. This would help the mentors to actively
contribute more based on the success in mentoring us. The greatest proud moment of
mentors would be when the mentee becomes a mentor and guide many individuals.
As a District, we are structuring this mentoring as a specific initiative and we are creating a
pool of mentors for the benefit of all the members. This would help members to reach
mentors for guidance and support in the areas of Communication and Leadership.
Rephrasing Confucius, one who teaches me for a day, is a mentor for my life. Take a bow, my
mentors, who are part of my life! Cheers!!!
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MESSAGE FROM
DISTRICT LEADER
PROGRAM QUALITY DIRECTOR
SAGNIK BISWAS, DTM

The word “mentor” brings to life many images, which some see as the helping hand, some see
it as a person who relentlessly looks to put people on the right track. In Toastmasters as well,
the mentoring program really helps people outgrow themselves as human beings and in
effect, as both leaders and speakers.
I was fortunate to have had a mentor who would always let things flow, and he had given me
the freedom to experiment with all things Toastmasters! Jayakrishna (or JK, as he is fondly
called) ensured that he noticed every move that I made while doing my roles and speeches,
and also as a member. His keen observation helped me notice things that I had missed out in
the flow of the moment, but he has always been my reality check and has shared the best
practices which he has accumulated in more than 10 years of being an active Toastmaster.
What I learnt from JK was that:
There will always be something that we can do better the next time.
Observe people keenly in all of their roles; whether it’s in a meeting or in a leadership
position.
Feedback given immediately is the best feedback.
It always pays to look beyond your club and glean knowledge from others.
Keep learning. Never stop!
It was soon after that I began my journey as a mentor. I turned to JK for advice and his only
advice to me was “Observe, correct and guide them for some time, until they are ready to
handle things on their own.” Initially, I stuck to my "framework of mentoring", and then had a
realization that each mentee will work differently. In all this, I stood to gain as a person. I
received ideas that each of the mentees had and I also learnt from them on how to make even
the most mundane task seem interesting. As they employed creativity to every thing that
they did, I could latch on to a new idea, and use it for another day. Since they came from
diverse backgrounds with varying interests like music, dance and cinema, I also picked up
interesting tidbits which I could use to deliver messages in the way the audience would like to
hear!
contd...
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contd..
As I wind up, I would only say, that: You need to stay invested in yourself and the folks you
mentor! There is no one formula for being a great mentor, neither is the quest to be the best
mentor there shall be a definitive one! Just go in there with the philosophy of giving it back,
and reap the benefits of learning alongside someone else, as they develop themselves and
you in that journey!
By the way, do you know that there is a mentoring program that was initiated on September
5, by Kirti Kumar Kasat, DTM? Also, that there is a Master Mentor Award this year for all
mentors in the District?
• Master Mentor Award: https://www.tmdistrict92.org/master-mentor-award
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MESSAGE FROM
DISTRICT LEADER
CLUB GROWTH DIRECTOR
RISHABH MEHTA, DTM

I See Something!
If there has been one speech that is probably been quoted and referred most frequently, it is
undoubtedly the speech by the World Champion of Public Speaking 2014 - Dananjaya
Hettiarachchi titled I See Something!
This is probably one of those few and extremely rare speeches where the speaker gives a
message without really calling it out. The message lies in the details, that is all we need to do
is to hold on to people who can reach out to us and help us feel special and whole again. And
that right there, is what according to me defines a mentor.
A mentor may not necessarily need to have the experience, knowledge, or any other
qualification to help and guide a person. A mentor could be anyone. Literally anyone, or
anything. In my opinion, a mentor just makes us believe in ourselves, makes us see a dream
and then pushes us more to achieve it. And what makes the concept of mentoring more
beautiful is that there is also so much to learn from our mentees, and it keeps getting better
and better. Mentoring in Toastmasters is more than editing speeches and getting evaluated. It
involves trust and understanding. A mentor becomes your support system.
Please remember

TOASTMASTERS IS JUST A PART OF IT, MENTORING IS MORE THAN THAT.
And while a mentor would ensure that their mentees get all the successes in the world, they
never really come in the limelight. They truly work behind the scenes to ensure we are the
ones who are in the spotlight. And hence, the least that we could do is be grateful, show our
love, our gratitude for they deserve every bit of it and more.
For every Gully Boy, we need an MC Sher to find our voice.
Thank You to all the MC Shers of my life who have guided and are still guiding me in finding
my voice!
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MESSAGE FROM
DISTRICT LEADER
PUBLIC RELATIONS MANAGER
PRAKASH TAMANKAR, DTM

Give it back!
How have we reached, where we have reached? Who have helped us achieve what we
achieved so far? How are we recognizing and appreciating those who helped us in our
journey.
September is a month to give it back, to these selfless mentors, nay “gurus”, who sacrificed
their time and energy to guide us, to become better human beings – whether at Toastmasters
or otherwise. Have you appreciated them, given them what they deserve? may be a short call
or a note of appreciation. Being in touch with them would be the biggest gift we can give
them – as also a promise to continue this tradition of giving it back to our mentees, what we
have received from our mentors. It is this tradition of mentor-mentee relationships, which
makes Toastmasters thrive!
We continue to focus on letting our friends outside Toastmasters know about Toastmasters.
We will continue with our effort to have the online roadshows in Bellary, Bidar and Gulbarga
in October 2020. If you can contribute to this effort through your family and friends to this
initiative, please do write to me at prm@tmdistrict92.org. This is your chance to have new
mentees – not just as individuals, but possibly as clubs. We at District 92, look forward to work
with you to bring Toastmasters to every geographical District in Karnataka that forms part of
our district.
Enjoy every moment of learning through the many contributions and volunteer activities you
do at Toastmasters and give the learnings back to your fellow members – because when we
share, we grow!
Keep giving back, keep growing!
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AREA DIRECTORS
MESSAGE

KAZIM NAWAZ
AREA D1 DIRECTOR

When I first heard about Toastmasters, I thought it was an elite club
which was open only to a select few. As such, it piqued my curiosity and I
wanted to learn how to get into it. Turns out it wasn’t a snooty selective
club, but rather a community which welcomed you with open arms. And
the thing that most surprised me was that everybody wanted the best
for you. And that’s where I met my first mentor – Rahul.
The interesting thing here is I didn’t ask around for mentors – I guess he
saw something in me and became my mentor. It was never made official
– he was always around to help me out – as the new naïve kid in the
company, I didn’t know a lot. And almost everything I knew was due to
him. I didn’t have to ask him, he was there guiding me and correcting me
at points I never knew I was making a mistake.
He ended up setting the benchmark for who I should be as a mentor and
as a leader. He is still my unofficial mentors and the most important
things he taught me are: Guide without expecting, allow them to grow at
their own pace and help them realize their mistakes. The path in my AD
journey is majorly sculpted by his teachings. I hope to give back and help
another new kid on the block in the same way he did.
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AREA DIRECTORS
MESSAGE
PIYUSH MEHROTRA
AREA D4 DIRECTOR

The journey from "I don't think I can do this" to "It's difficult but
we can work through it" has been possible because my mentors
spent a lot of time & effort so selflessly over the last 3 years to
provide me with various opportunities to learn & grow.
And now, the time has come for me to give it all back. Give my
time, my energy and my support to members, clubs & the District.

ASHWIN RAGHUNATH
AREA E3 DIRECTOR

When I started off as a Toastmaster, I had all kinds of crazy ideas for
my Icebreaker speech. My first mentor Mohammad Ghouse Pasha is
a calm and composed man. He asked a simple, but specific question
after my first practice session, “What is it that you want the
audience to remember about this speech?” That one question
molded my speech and my style in such a way that everyone just
loved it. Thank you Pasha bhai! That one question forever became
my mantra every time I start writing a speech, the pinnacle being
winning club contests twice.
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AREA DIRECTORS
MESSAGE
PRIYADARSHINI SAHOO
AREA F3 DIRECTOR

In each phase of life, Mentors give us vital knowledge that we would
not be able to gain from elsewhere. Mentoring is not about thrusting
an opinion on someone, but letting the mentee explore and
materialize their dreams. As someone has rightly said, the delicate
balance of mentoring someone is not creating them in your own
image, but giving them the opportunity to create themselves. I am
always grateful to my mentors who let me explore and experiment
with my potential.

MAHIMA MEHTA
AREA F4 DIRECTOR

Each and every accomplishment gives us immense pleasure at that
very moment, the joy reduces after a few days and simply fades away
as time elapse. To ensure that our accolades are not mere confined to
our resume, it's imperative to instill the knowledge and learnings
such that it manifests in our behavior, and when that happens,
people see us as role models and there's an inherent readiness within
to help others. This attitude of "Giving back" to our mentors comes
naturally to human beings and leaves us with a sense of everlasting
joy to cherish forever.
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AREA DIRECTORS
MESSAGE
KARTHIGA LOGANATHAN

AREA G1 DIRECTOR

In common , we all have one friend who is the go to person to share all
our feelings. In toastmasters we call that friend as Mentors. He / she
will be that one person to whom you can mention how nervous you
feel to face the audience. That person will guide you relentlessly to
achieve the purpose you joined toastmasters. And that person and is
also the who will feel happy when you perform well. One way to make
them even more happy , is to achieve your goals. I gave back to my
first mentor, the triple crown award by completing 3 educational
manuals.
What are you giving back to your Mentors?

SRINIDHI BULUSU
AREA G3 DIRECTOR

Everyday, in everything and everyway, we constantly question our life's choices by what
we gain from each endeavour we venture into. Yet, the yin and yang symbol makes
visible its significance every now and then, in subtle and strong ways.
As we progress in life's projects, we sometimes learn what to do and sometimes, what
not to do. We calculate gains, begin journeys and gather learnings in the process and
sometimes don't realise that we have something valuable to share, something to give
back to after having taken from. We start off as seekers and slowly transition to givers
and seekers, which is one of the best things that can happen to an individual. If you
haven't yet experienced the magic of sharing, leading, guiding and growing together,
now is the time to start! Because, when you start to give back, you get and gain in ways
you cannot fathom.
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DIVISION UPDATES

A
ME4U had a special session with Pune Toastmasters
Launched Mentors of Area A2
Area A2 Cafe on 20th September with 70 members in attendance ; sessions by
Chendil Kumar, DTM & Nawab Khawar, DTM address by Rishabh Mehta, DTM
Area PR workshop driven by Area PR TM Mridula and Associate PR TM Nuwika
DET has a Inter Division join meet with Qonverse on 8th October
Educational Session on Evaluation by Rohit Koka, DTM
MCC Toastmasters Club added 27 new members
Legends Toastmasters Club conducted education session on Crafting &
Delivering a Humorous Speech by KVM Kishore and session on Secrets to a
great Evaluation by Chimmu Kutty, DTM
Linkers meet was conducted among Legends Toastmasters Club, MCC and
Resonance & Sunshine
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PROUD MOMENT

A proud moment for Division A and DET Toastmasters, Hubli to have its very
own member, DTM Mutturaj becoming the 1st DTM in Division A for 2020-21. It
was an honor and privilege to present him the DTM Plaque.
We wish him all the best for his future journey as a leader and Toastmaster.
Veepul Bhutada
Area Director, A1
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DIVISION UPDATES

D
MILESTONES ARE A REFLECTION OF EFFORTS
‘Collins Bengaluru Toastmasters Club’ celebrated its 375th Meeting. Keynote
Speakers Savyasachi Srinivas and Boopathy Shankar, DTM for shared their
leadership insights and words of wisdom
Boopathy Shankar, DTM delivered an inspiring talk on his journey from an
enthusiastic club member to be the District-92 Director. He coined the
following leadership mantras for all:
Build strong second level leaders
Adapt to changes. Better future is in making today
Savyasachi Srinivas won everyone’s heart with his honest tale of life
experiences and conveyed a 5-pointers for leadership journey:
Believe in yourselves. Never Give Up. Biggest adversaries can over time
turn into our greatest strength.
Look out for opportunities to give back to the society.
Explore the path less travelled, Take calculated risks.
Be true to your roots
Go beyond the mundane. Live to inspire. The world looks so much more
vivid and beautiful from outer space
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DIVISION UPDATES

E
Area E3 did a new initiative by releasing 1 min video from members on
Humorous Speech and Evaluation. Overall 6 videos were posted on the
FB page. As a token of gratitude and motivation, Area E3 started creating
the Certificate of Appreciation for the members who completed a Level
in the term 2020-21.

F
Organised an educational sessions on:
a. “Crafting Entertaining Speeches”
Session conducted by TM Akshat Shrivastava, Bhopal Toastmasters Club
Area Director, District 98 Session emphasized on how to include humor in
a speech and deliver effectively.
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b. “Anatomy of Evaluation”
Session conducted by Hisham Jiffry, DTM; Sri Lanka
Club Symposium Toastmasters Immediate past
President of the club Session emphasized on 'How to
be an effective evaluator'.

Club Milestone meeting and contest details
a. Mictesting Advanced Toastmasters club
conducted it's 150th meeting on 13th
September 2020.
b. JPMC Bangalore Toastmasters club,
Morgan
Stanley
Bengaluru
Orators;
Speaking and Beyond conducted a Speech
Evaluation Contest on 17 September 2020
and 20 September 2020
Upcoming contests
Area F1 and F3 will conduct a Humorous
Speech and Evaluation Contest on 31
October 2020 and 8 November 2020
respectively
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CLUB ANNOUNCEMENT
SPEAKING AND BEYOND
Club Number : 7812281 District 92 Division F Area 3
Location: Club House Sobha Dream Acres, Phase 1Panathur Main Rd,
Balagere Bengaluru, KRN 560087 India

INFINEON BANGALORE
TOASTMASTERS CLUB
Club Number: 07812998, District 92, Area B3
Location: Infineon Technologies India Pvt Ltd11 MG RoadYellapa
Chetty, Sachenti Gardens Bengaluru, KRN 560001 India

THE GABBYS
Club Number: 07806290, District 92, Area E3
Location: #2, Francis Castle21st Cross Kaggadasapura Bangalore, KRN
560093 India
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CHIMMU KUTTY, DTM
TOASTMASTERS INDIRANAGAR PRIDE

ABHINAV SRIRAM KASHYAP, DTM
BT SPEAKING MINDS

KRISHNA PRASHANTH T
NANDISHA M
POOJA GOPAL
PRAKASH ASHOKRAO
TAMHANKAR
RANGARAJ MAGESWARAN
SRISHTI GOENKA
VENUGOPALA C VISWANATH
VIJAYALAKSHMI S PAI
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“Mentors build mentors. Leaders build leaders. When you look at it
closely, it’s really one and the same thing.” – Tony Dungy
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THEME OF THE MONTH

OCTOBER
SPARK JOY

BLOG IT
Submit your articles to feature in
District 92 blog space at
publications@tmdistrict92.org
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WE ARE EVERYWHERE IN

K A R N A T A K A
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D92 Facebook Page
www.facebook/tmdist92

D92 Instagram Page
www.instagram/d92tm

D92 Twitter Page
www.twitter/tmdist92
D92 Official Website
www.tmdistrict92.org

DISTRICT 92

KARNATAKA, INDIA

