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SMEDLEY AWARD
F R O M  A U G U S T  1 ,  2 0 2 1  T O  S E P T E M B E R  3 0 ,  2 0 2 1

Can your club add 5 new, dual, or reinstated members with a join date
between August 1 and September 30? Accomplish this goal and you’ll qualify
to receive a Smedley Award ribbon, named in honor of Ralph Smedley,
which you can display on your club’s banner. Qualifying clubs can also earn a
special discount code for 10% off their next club order. (The discount code
expires six months from the date of issue and is not valid with any other
offer.)

Applications and payments for members with a join date between August 1
and September 30 must be received at World Headquarters or online no
later than September 30. The addition of transfer and charter members does
not count toward Smedley Award credit.

Q U E R I E S :  c g d . d 9 2 @ g m a i l . c o m



I have been organizing events in Toastmasters since 2015, and it was during the 2017-18
program year, when I was helping organize an interaction of District 92 members with the
CEO of Toastmasters International, Daniel Rex, where someone noticed me, and asked if I
would like to come organize events at Capgemini's Accelerated Solutions Environment, and a
few months later, I joined Capgemini as a Process Facilitator in the Accelerated Solutions
Environment.

The story does not end there, and I have been able to utilize the best of both worlds, cross-
pollinate ideas and execute events at both work spheres. Toastmasters’ network enables you
to look beyond your existing skills and develop new ones as you truly continue in
Toastmasters with the belief of becoming a better version of you, and to find what's your
next.

I welcome you to the world of Kaleidoscope, the District 92 Magazine, and I wish you a great
year ahead with Toastmasters.

MESSAGE FROM THE LEADERS
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Sagnik Biswas, DTM

District Director
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Dear Members and Guests,

In my time as a Toastmaster, I have had the pleasure of
experiencing various facets of Toastmasters over the last six
years. Toastmasters has been a place where I have had
freedom to bring in ideas, try them out, and it has helped me
find my next, as I have experimented and worked alongside
teams to make those ideas a reality. It is wonderful to state
that Toastmasters has been a cornerstone of execution that
has helped me truly accelerate my career. I would like to
share a story that is proof that networking in Toastmasters
helps you find new avenues in your career. 
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 The art of public speaking comes into play not only in the delivery of speeches and public
talks, but also in professional presentations, training events, and motivational speeches.
Consultants, training, managers, clergy, sales representatives, and teachers, for example, all
have a reason at times to speak in front of others. Public speaking is no longer optional ask
anymore. A lackluster speaker can make a solid product or proposal seem less than enticing,
while a polished speaker can add allure to an otherwise mediocre proposition. Effective
public speaking skills can help with career advancement, as they indicate creativity, critical
thinking skills, leadership abilities, poise, and professionalism, qualities which are very
valuable for the job market. Good presentations that are effectively delivered with
confidence will make us more visible and memorable amongst our peers. Colleagues and
seniors will gravitate towards those that can positively stand out from the crowd. If our
bosses aren’t aware of our knowledge and ability, they’ll never be able to appreciate our full
potential. Therefore, every public speaking opportunity is an opportunity to sell ourselves, to
grow our leadership position within our teams, and to demonstrate our knowledge; it’s
essential we are prepared for these opportunities.

Toastmasters helps us with providing a platform where we can practice and get better at
public speaking and honestly, preparation is the secret of successful speeches. The onus is
on us to make the most of Toastmasters as an organization to hone our communication and
public speaking skills and make use of these skills to advance as a professional. The more
you push yourself to speak in front of others, the better you'll become, and the more
confidence you'll have.

Remember, every opportunity to speak is a stepping-stone for your success as a professional
because, Public speaking skills is no longer an adjective, it’s a verb!

K A L E I D      S C      P E

Whether you’re an entrepreneur, a manager, or an employee,
you must master a couple of specific skills to create an
impact. A Business Analyst knows about finances, a
Community Manager connects people, and a Marketer knows
how to target the audience. Yet, some skills have a strikingly
larger impact in all sorts of jobs. If you master those, you’ll
be able to take major steps in your business or career. Such
skills become your unfair advantage and your secret weapon.
Powerful public speaking, meaning speaking from your own
strengths is such skill because its effect is that you create
impact at crucial moments.
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Rishabh Mehta, DTM

Program Quality Director
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These Interpersonal skills includes good listening, self-confidence, team play, positive
approach to criticism, empathy, and time management. This happens only when we join the
organization and peruse this program also like a career. Attending the meetings regularly,
taking meeting roles, delivering speeches, getting your speeches mentored, taking up
leadership roles inside and outside club are the key steps one can take to improve their
interpersonal skills. 

So, I urge all of you to take this program seriously and improve your interpersonal and also
focus on improving your technical skills at the same time. This will take you to places and
you can see the growth in you and your career.

K A L E I D      S C      P E

These are the days where an individual has to focus on a
career than a job. A job may hold good for some time but
converting this to a career will help your lifetime. In order to
focus on career, the only option is continual learning that is
focused on improving your skills both technical and
interpersonal skills. If anyone looks for advice to improve
their interpersonal skills, I always suggest joining
Toastmasters. This is the place that has helped me to learn
these skills and grow. Not just me but lakhs of members
throughout the globe received this benefit from the
Toastmasters program. 

3

Krishna Prashanth T, DTM

Club Growth Director
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Dear Toastmasters and Guests, 

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you to the

Toastmasters year 2021-22. Every Toastmaster goes

through a transformation as an individual. This year, the

Newsletter of our district is also undergoing a

transformation. Welcome to Kaleidoscope - District 92 

 Newsletter, not anymore. Welcome to Kaleidoscope -

District 92 Magazine! It is not just about the magazine, the

entire public relations is undergoing a major makeover. You

will get to see it every now and then through various social

media channels of our district.

I urge you all to catch hold of every opportunity that comes your way, be optimistic and

open-minded in any situation that you are put in. Take this opportunity to help yourself.

Make a better version of yourself from every single toastmasters meeting that you attend. 

The Public Relations Office is always there for you!

Karan Venkiteswaran, DTM
Public Relations Manager
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Ashwin R Chandran

Kaleidoscope is an optical instrument that has fascinated me not just as a kid

but also as an adult. Broken glass chips falling apart, creating new magical

designs when shaken are no different than us humans who step out of our

comfort zone, feel shaken, and yet thrive to weave a magic. Like a

Kaleidoscope, we try to adapt to changes hoping that we miraculously land in

the right place. 

In this edition of Kaleidoscope, our fellow Toastmasters share their wonderful

experiences, challenges that shook them, and the marvellous reflections of

their personal journey in both Toastmasters and their career. We have also

leveraged this space for our members to thank their mentors. 

Our idea is to provide a platform for members from every nook and corner of

District 92 to express their thoughts. With this term’s magazine, we also hope

to bring out unheard stories of our members. We have all heard each others’

stories as speeches, let’s now read them through this Kaleidoscope and enjoy

the marvellous reflections of their journey. Happy reading! 

 

Vidhi Tokekar Suparna Bose 

Shilpa Munagavalasa 

Sri Harsha Varanasi Jayalakshmy N

Malya Raja 

Ganesh Gadicherla

Sumukh D N 

Theja Nallani

EDITORIAL TEAM

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK
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Have you ever looked forward to working on Mondays? I didn't do it six years back.

Though, I still love weekends. I also look forward to Mondays. Sounds weird, right?

My corporate journey didn't start with a rosy beginning. I faced a lot of difficulties in my

first job. One thing that remained constant in these six years was Toastmasters. I joined

Toastmasters during those times when I earned less and the fees did seem like a big

burden. Yet, I continued my Toastmasters journey. Now, when I look back and connect

the dots, I realized that I was investing to develop myself and stabilize my career. 

I feel grateful to have served as an Area Director and Division Director, which made me

realize that my true calling is to talk to people rather than codes, and to explore my

passion for creativity and innovations. These roles have enabled hands-on learning of

servant-leadership, which in turn helps me so much in my profession as a Technical

Delivery Manager. It also helped me in improving my interpersonal and networking skills

that connected me to mentors and sought guidance to make my transition from

Software Development to Program Management. 

I have done 6 out of the 7 Club executive committee roles so far. Each role has helped

me learn and refine different aspects of my professional and personal life. 

I find Toastmasters similar to Engineering. We realize our true calling only after

drowning in it. We get empowered with the skills to swim across and reach ashore to a

beautiful destination.

AAYUSHI JAIN, DTM

Sarjapura Road Toastmasters Club
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• Inspiring: In my personal experience, we toastmasters rise when there is adversity. This is

because we practice critical thinking and leading our team to pull in the same direction.

This behavior inspires the people around us.

We all join Toastmasters with our own unique "Why". It could be a failed attempt at public

speaking, lack of confidence, or a burning desire to improve ourselves. The best way to put

all these improvements is to use them at work. Let's understand what you can pack in your

bag.

• Storytelling: The ability to tell a compelling story is a trait that helps you at every level of

your career. We tell stories at interviews, in meetings, discussions & even in cafeterias. As a

Toastmaster, you must utilize the stories that you tell to carry the message that you want

to convey to the audience. This is where practice comes in. When you have delivered a

good number of speeches, the process of preparation is a part of your personality. Tip:

You should write down the important events that happen at your work and draft stories

around them. 

• Volunteering: Every time you raise your hand (virtual or real) to volunteer, you are

inculcating a habit of stepping out of your comfort zone. Use this habit to be a part of

initiatives in your organization. If you feel that there is no initiative for something that you

are passionate about, take the lead! Start your own initiative working with different

business partners. This gives you immense visibility. 

• Networking: Our network is our net worth. How many people do you know outside your

team, business unit? Use your skills & habits from Toastmasters to form new friendships

outside the regular network. Tip: To make the relationship truly meaningful, make the

conversations about them, not you. Find ways in which you can contribute to their success.

Do you agree with these points above? Would you want to add a few more?

Every six months, when we renew our membership, we must remind ourselves of all the

points above, and reflect upon the next best thing to be achieved at work!
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ANIKET AMDEKAR, DTM

Electronics City Toastmasters Club

MOVE AHEAD
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Coming from a small town, I evolved and took challenges as they came into my life. Over the

years there has always been a hesitancy to strike a conversation, a sense of dependence in

decision making, and much to thank with the upbringing we witness coming from a tier-three

city in India. With my fighter attitude still carrying that baggage of hesitance and

dependency, I chose a teaching career for my life for the want of being surrounded by

innovative and overall innocent minds, and always wanted to nurture with full dedication. 

As a teacher, I also wanted to overcome as an individual and ensure my students develop

these traits from the start. Participating in the IIEM teachathon event and then coming across

the IIEM toastmasters club played a pivotal turn. The uniqueness of this group is one of its

kind by the teacher for the teacher, I started to graduate-level after level in the Pathways

program and it is with great happiness I started to realize how smoothly I transitioned my

reluctance to eagerness, my hesitance to confidence and my dependence to become more

determined. The journey has been no less than a story to share and I started to ignite minds,

connect the dots, inspire people, and with my ability to deliver speeches constantly

increasing supplemented by toastmasters study material and open doors in different clubs I

could realize I started to make a difference in people's lives. 

With Toastmasters, I had the opportunity to play multiple roles. I started keeping time,

taking notes, and collecting data, doing proper research before I put my opinion, and

presenting my perspective. I started to enjoy playing the role of Toastmaster of the Day and

became so comfortable that I have been approached by other clubs as well to play this role.

No wonder, the experience so far made me realize my potential, in fact, I started to realize

that I can do much more than I know myself. Limitations started to become things of the past

and grabbing opportunities started to become a habit, which elevated me in my career,

improved my self-image in my eyes first and people around me started to see my version

2.0. I kept learning and aspired every day to be the best version of myself. 

I must say this is no less than a transformational journey for me that has positively changed

the way I look at life. Thanks to the club president and my fellow members, my mentors and

above all the complete Toastmaster community.

9 JULY 2021K A L E I D      S C      P E

SHILPA WAGHMARE
IIEM Toastmasters Club

MOVE AHEAD
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MADHUMITHA S | Toastmasters Amrita Bengaluru

I realized I didn’t need a Bunny in my life to tell my inner Naina that I am daring, I am courageous

and most importantly I am deserving. Well, I had my Toastmasters club do the honors. More than

communication and leadership, I personally have become extremely confident in expressing my

thoughts and actually owning up to them. If you ask me if I would go on a trek with just a letter

written to my parents, I absolutely wouldn’t. But if you ask me to convince my parents to let me

go, I will do it with ease.

ARUNDHUTI  BASU | Eikonic Toastmasters Club

A meeting by chance, participation by chance, and a conversation by chance in 2020 made me stumble
upon a choice – becoming a Toastmaster at the Eikonic family. Baby steps with reporting paved the way to
run as a pathbreaker and the clock of learning kept ticking. From MoM to corporate publicity to inspiring
members to milestone meetings, I lived every bit of the path I traversed with fun and learning. The freedom
to fly on the wings of communication with a flock of like-minded members, an unflickered flame of hope,
and a breather amidst the hustle-bustle of life, defines my voyage with Toastmasters.

SARATH DESU | Airbus India Toastmasters Club

How often have we heard this all along? But how often do we get a chance to practice our presentation

skills, communication skills, mannerisms, speech impact, etc., in real-time with keen observers who

provide immaculate feedback? If not for Toastmasters, the chances are meager, almost none.

Toastmasters provide this avenue to do this innumerable times; without fear of failure. Indeed, faltering

is the motto of  Toastmasters as we strive to unearth our faults and correct them in each iteration. It

helped me a lot, it shall to you too. After all, practice makes anything perfect.

AANANDITA  DHAWAN | Cisco Orators Club

I started my Toastmasters journey recently and have given only three speeches. But I am amazed to see
so much change in my confidence level in professional meetings and in personal-life conversations. I have
this "I can do it" attitude that I didn't have earlier. Articulation of thoughts is much easier now and trust
me, this is not a rosy image I am presenting just for the sake of it. Cheers. 

MRIDULA RAGHUNANDAN | MCC Toastmasters Club

I started my journey in Toastmasters as an 18-year-old still trying to understand the right way to speak on
stage. At 20, I can say that Toastmasters have taught me not only that but so much more. When I was the
VP-PR of my club, it taught me social media marketing, poster designing, and also being creative so well,
that I then played the role of a PR for the whole of Area A2. As a President and then as an IPP, I learned
how to work under pressure and how to guide the next set of leaders who are now as close to me as my
own mentees. My entire journey if put in a few words is a euphemism of our Tagline "Where Leaders are
Made".
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PRACHI BOHARA | SwaR Toastmasters

Toastmasters’ experience as a whole has been extremely enriching. Toastmaster club meetings are
something I look forward to more and more every time. There is always something new I learn from my
peers. This is one place where you look forward to the feedback which is never offending but always
supportive.

SAMARTH NAVALI | Sunshine Toastmasters Club

"Rediscovering Yourself", are the two words that best describe anyone's Toastmasters’ journey. It holds
good in my case as well. In the beginning, I was a timid and shy introvert. Through my journey, I learned
that to contribute you need to be outspoken, confident and have in-depth knowledge. I realized there was
a leader in me which I didn't even know about. Joining Toastmasters helped me meet amazing people, it
widened my horizon on all aspects of my life. The more I involved myself, the more there was for me to
learn. If I had to put my experience in one word, I would say "edifying"!

JYOTHI MANDAL | Blue Expression Toastmasters Club

One of my dreams is to become a great public speaker, hence I joined Toastmasters and since then I'm
improving every day in terms of confidence which is greatly helping me outside Toastmasters as well. I
have always felt that joining Toastmasters was one of the best decisions I took. The best part is connecting
with new people every day which I'm always curious about. I'm thankful to my mentor and my fellow
toastmasters.

NARAYANAN  MAHALINGAM | Trailblazers

I have been a student of this wonderful platform for almost six years now and I have been amazed by the
kind of lessons that can be learned every session. From a shy speaker who used to ramble and think, I have
transformed today into someone who thinks and rambles.

Karthikeyan Muthuswamy, DTM | Mictesting Advanced Toastmasters Club

While renewing my Toastmasters’ club membership, I would always evaluate the return on investment and
the benefits derived out of the fee paid. Over a period, there came a paradigm shift in my thought process.
It's more of what you give to Toastmasters rather than what you get from Toastmasters. I will continue my
Toastmasters’ journey of change in uncertain times and hope you continue yours too. I will continue to
learn from Pathways and each one of you. I will continue to support this proud family that I belong to. Do
we have a better alternative to connect and share stories of grit, hope, and perseverance?
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An insurance premium paid for himself, spouse and children.
Repayment of Housing Loan (principal portion)
Investment in Public Provident fund (PPF)/Sukanya Samridhi Scheme (SSY)
Investment in 5-year fixed deposits.
Tuition’s fee of maximum 2 children’s
Investment in NSC.

The price of a house property should be Rs. 50 lakh or below,
The amount of the loan should be Rs. 35 lakh or below,
The loan should be passed during the period of 01.04.2016 to 31.03.2017 and at the time of taking loan, the individual must not be
the owner of another residential housing property.

Many individuals who are receiving income under the head salary ask about the methods which can legally help in saving tax on salaried
people. It is a fact that is not allowed to claim expenses except those specified under the Income Tax Act. Therefore, they can only
invest in or claim certain expenses which are discussed below in detail:

Deduction under section 80C of the Income Tax Act

This section of income tax specifies various types of investments that can be allowed to be deducted from the taxable income. The
maximum exemption under this section is allowed to Rs. 1,50,000. For claiming a deduction for a particular financial year, payment for
investment should be made in that financial year only. For instance, Payment of insurance premium paid in FY 2021-2022 will be allowed
as a deduction for filing an income tax return for FY 2021-2022 only.

Few illustrations of investments specified under section 80C are as follows:

Deduction under section 80D of the Income Tax Act

This section allows deductions for payment of medical premiums during the financial year. This includes payment for himself, spouse,
children’s and dependent parents. Amount of deduction allowed under this section is Rs. 25,000 for self, spouse & dependent children.
An additional deduction for insurance of parents is available up to Rs 25,000, if they are less than 60 years of age. If the parents are
aged above 60, the deduction amount is Rs 50,000. In case, both taxpayer and parent(s) are 60 years or above, the maximum
deduction available under this section is up to Rs.1 lakh. Additional Rs. Up to 5,000 can be claimed for preventive check-ups.

Deduction under section 80DD of the Income Tax Act

If a person is bearing the medical expenses of a handicapped independent relative then he is allowed deductions from taxable income.
The amount of deductions will be Rs. 75,000 if the disability is more than 40% but up to 80%. The amount of deductions will be Rs
1,25,000 if disability is more than 80%.

Deduction under section 80E of the Income Tax Act

If a person is paying interest on an education loan then he is allowed to claim interest paid on an education loan as an income tax
deduction. Only individuals are allowed to take deductions under this section. It is important to note that a loan should be taken for
himself, spouse or children for higher studies. There is no bar on the amount of deduction that is allowed as deduction. In other words,
any amount paid as interest on an education loan is allowed as deduction from taxable income.

Deduction under section 80EE of the Income Tax Act

This section allows taxpayers to claim deductions of Rs. 50,000 for interest paid on home loans against residential homes. This
deduction is in addition to deduction of home loan interest allowed under section 24 of the Income Tax Act. You must fulfil the
following conditions to claim this deduction:

Deduction under section 80G of the Income Tax Act

This section allows taxpayers to claim deductions on the amount of donations given to a charitable origination. The condition of
deduction is that the charitable organization must be registered with the income tax department under section 80G. The amount of
donation can be 50% to 100% of donation made. The amount donated in cash exceeding Rs. 2,000 is not eligible for deductions from
taxable income.

Deduction under section 80CCD(1B) of the Income Tax Act

If you are making an investment under the National Pension Scheme then he can claim deductions of up to Rs. 50,000 under section
80CCD (1B) of the Income Tax Act.

Deduction under section 80TTA of the Income Tax Act

In terms of this section, if a person is earning interest income on a savings bank account then interest earned on a savings bank account
is exempted up to Rs. 10,000. Interest earned above Rs. 10,000 will be liable to be taxed. This section also includes interest earned from
a post office savings bank account.

Deduction under section 80DDB of the Income Tax Act

If a person is bearing the medical expenses of an independent relative, then he is allowed deductions from taxable income. The amount
of deductions will be Rs. 40,000. The amount of deductions will be Rs. 1,00,000 if a relative is a senior citizen. For the purpose of this
section, independent relatives include parents, children, spouse, brother and sister. This section is applicable only for notified diseases. 

JIYA RAGHANI

District Finance Manager
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The stamp value of the property does not exceed Rs. 45 lacs.
The loan must have been sanctioned between 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2021.

On the date of sanction of loan, the individual does not own any other residential house property.

The value of residential house property does not exceed fifty lakh rupees.
The loan must have been sanctioned between 1st April 2016 to 31st March 2017.
The amount of loan sanctioned for acquisition of the residential house property does not exceed thirty-five lakh rupees.

Taking a home loan can help you save tax as per the provisions of the Income Tax Act, 1961. Take a look at the tax benefits available under
the act.

The repayment of Home Loan comprises of 2 components:

1. Repayment of Principal and

2. Repayment of Interest

As the repayment comprises of two different components, the tax benefit on home loan is governed by different sections of the Income
Tax Act. Following are the benefits available on loan taken on House Property which can be claimed as deductions in the Income Tax
Return:

1. Deduction on Principal Repayment (u/s 80C)

The amount paid as Repayment of Principal of Home Loan taken by an Individual/HUF is allowed as deduction u/s 80C. The maximum
deduction allowed u/s 80C is Rs. 1,50, 000.This deduction is available on payment basis. But to claim this deduction, the house property
should not be sold within 5 years of possession. Otherwise, the deduction claimed earlier will be added back to the total income in the
year of sale.

2. Deduction for Stamp Duty and Registration Charges (u/s 80C)

A deduction for stamp duty and registration charges paid on the purchase of house property can also be claimed u/s 80C but within the
overall limit of Rs. 1,50,000. It can be claimed only in the year in which these expenses are incurred.

3. Deduction of interest on Home loan

 As per Sec 24, maximum deduction for Interest payable on Loan is Rs. 2,00,000 where the loan has been taken on or after 01-04-1999 for
the Purchase or Construction of a self-occupied Property and the property has been acquired or constructed within 5 years from the year
in which loan was taken. The maximum tax deduction allowed u/s 24 of interest on loan on a self-occupied property is Rs. 30,000 where
the loan was taken before 01-04-1999 or the loan was taken for repair, renewal or reconstruction. There is No maximum limit in case the
house property for which the Home Loan has been taken is not self-occupied and the taxpayer can take deduction of the whole interest
amount.

4. Additional deduction of interest u/s 80EEA

Additional deduction of interest on home loan taken from any financial institution, is available to individuals up to a maximum limit of Rs.
1,50,000provided the following conditions are satisfied:

5. Additional deduction of interest u/s 80EE

 Additional deduction of interest on home loan taken from any financial institution, is available to individuals up to a maximum limit of Rs.
50,000 provided the following conditions are satisfied:

On the date of sanction of loan, the individual does not own any other residential house property.

Section Nature
Maximum  
Deduction Conditions

Stamp value of property should not exceed Rs. 45
lakhs and deduction u/s 80EE must not be claimed.

Property Value should not exceed Rs. 50 lakhs and
the loan amount should not exceed Rs. 35 lakhs.

Claim is allowed in the year of expense
incurred.

Property should not be sold within 5 years of
possession.

Construction must be completed within 5 years
from the end of FY in which loan was taken.

Rs. 2,00,000

 
Rs. 1,50,000

 

Rs. 1,50,000

Rs. 50,000

Rs. 1,50,000

Interest

Principle

Sample
Duty

Interest

Interest

24

80C

80C

80EE

80EEA

Summary

13 JULY 2021K A L E I D      S C      P E

LIFE HACKS | HOME LOAN: BENEFITS

DISTRICT 92
KARNATAKA, INDIA



                                                          My awareness about Toastmasters International came from a new hire orientation when I joined Eli

Lilly India Pvt Ltd. Amongst diverse sessions that I had through a couple of weeks, one session regarding Employee Recourse Group

(ERG) called LCCI Toastmasters Club stood out. That session drew my attention because it was conducted by, then president of the

club, Chithraa Veldurai Raj who I proudly consider my mentor.

She conducted the session in a manner that left a lasting impression. Her body language, vocabulary, accent, pauses, and poise were

nothing short of impeccable. When she concluded her session with a question, “Do you want to improve your communication and

leadership skills?”, I found my hand raised in excitement. I wanted to be part of the organization, I wanted to be like her.

My first term with the club was in 2017, till now, I have served as the President of the club twice, won an Area-Level Table Topic

Contest, mentored other clubs, and served as a club coach. During my tenure as the President, the club was a President’s Distinguished

and a Select Distinguished Club. I was recognized with the Triple Crown award, served as an Assistant Area Director and now, I am a

part of the District Public Relations team. I achieved all this because, like a beacon of light, without any efforts, just by doing what she

does perfectly, she directed me towards the path which I am still pursuing, and in the four years of my Toastmasters’ journey, every

minute was filled with challenges and learnings. 

                                                             My journey in Toastmasters started on 11th June 2018. During my orientation, I got to know that

our college has a Toastmasters Club. I decided to join MCC Toastmasters Club. In Toastmasters, a mentor offers encouragement and

guidance to a fellow member. I would like to thank my mentor for actively listening to me, always being available and always analyzing

my speech. 

I gave my best shot at Toastmasters, and changes started happening in me. I was more confident in speaking, my communication skills

improved. Now, if you give me a stage to speak, I can convey my message to the audience without fumbling and with confidence

irrespective of how big the crowd is. This is because of my mentor, Toastmaster Somik, who supported me throughout, who was

always there whenever I needed him. Be it a contest or a speech, he would be present there to guide me and to boost my confidence.

Today I am a successful Toastmaster. I have been awarded the Pathbreaker award once and the Triple Crown award twice. I have also

held various officer roles and other roles in my Area. I was the Registration Chair for Emparch 3.0. I reached the division-level ISC

contest and was the second runner-up. Finally, I am currently serving as an Area Director. 

I was able to pull all this off because of my mentor who believed in me and gave me that positivity and encouragement. This is

something my mentor told me, “People should know you by your name and by your qualities and not because of someone else. BE

YOU."

My Mentor, A beacon of light 

K A L E I D      S C      P E

RINO PAUL
LCCI TOASTMASTERS CLUB | MENTEE

Epilogue of Success
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MEET MY MENTOR

DISTRICT 92
KARNATAKA, INDIA

CHITHRAA VELDURAI RAJ
LCCI TOASTMASTERS CLUB | MENTOR

RICHA THACKER
MCC TOASTMASTERS CLUB | MENTEE

SOMIK BHATTACHARYYA
BANGALORE STORYTELLERS

TOASTMASTERS CLUB | MENTOR



Every college student who joins a Toastmasters club has a different story to tell on why they
joined but all of us have one thing in common, the zeal to get better each day. Being college
students, we have less exposure to the independent world where we have to make our mark
for which life skills are extremely important, the same life skills which are not taught in any
school or college. This club has helped us not only by bringing a confident speaker out but a
good leader too and most importantly a great human being.  

As we go on this beautiful journey we see ourselves becoming responsible, confident,
creative, and a lot more which is in store. Right from our childhood we are surrounded by a
set of people who keep us safe and try to make everything comfortable for us and it is at that
point when the choices we make define us, one such choice we all have taken is joining here
and making ourselves go out of that comfort zone to meet a better version. 

The best part about this is the network we get ranging from college students to experienced
professionals in every field; it is upon us how well we use it. End of the day it is all about
giving, learning, and growing together. Toastmasters is a medium to channel our energy in
the right direction and as college students, we are ready to face the challenges with
confidence and a bright smile on our faces, after all, we are Toastmasters and as you know,
once a Toastmaster always a Toastmaster.

"We are here to meet our better selves"
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COLLEGE SPEAK!
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TOASTMASTERS
AMRITA BENGALURU



IBM Blue Expression Toastmasters
Club | 550th Meeting  | 2nd July 
Qonverse  | 275th Meeting |  7th
July 
Stagecoach Bengaluru
Toastmasters Club | 275th Meeting
| 8th July 
Spoken Word | 125th meeting   

NT India Manyata Toastmasters
Club | 350th Meeting | 15th July
NetApp Toastmasters Club | 400th
Meeting | 22nd July 
Travelators | 250th meeting | 22nd
and 23rd July 
Flipmasters | 100th Meeting | 27th
July
Cerner BLR Constellate | 175th
Meeting | 28th July 
Shell We Talk | 200th Meeting 

TCS Maitree Bangalore
Toastmasters Club | 550th
Meeting | 31st July
Toast@GE | 300th meeting | 5th
August 
Phoenix Toastmasters Club | 25th
Meeting | 7th August 
Hoodi Toastmasters Club | 100th
meeting | 21st August

      | 10th July

      | 30th July

Demo Meeting for Gavel Club | 1st
August 
Division A along with CGD team -
Promotional event for Lawyers
club | 22nd August (Tentative)

CSP & MoT workshop by Area F2 |
|24th July
Friendship day celebration with
Division F in clubhouse | August 1st
Session on Evaluation & TT by
Division F | August 29th (Tentative) 

Area H3 joint installation ceremony
| 8th July

Division A 

Division F 

Division H 

CLUB MILESTONES DIVISION EVENTS
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WHAT'S HAPPENING AT DISTRICT 92
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Across

[3] Achieve all three Smedley’s Award TalkUp

Toastmasters Beat the Clock

[5] A club has to participate in minimum of 6 Linkers

meetings in the programyear

[6] Buddy Club to achieve Distinguished Status (or

above) in this programyear

[9] Eligible Clubs to become Distinguished (or above)

in this program year

[10] Clubs to have at least 22 active members and clubs

which add at least 60% newmembers of their base

membership

[11] To have at least 50% retention and to achieve

Smedley Membership Building Award

 

Down

[1] Complete 3 or more educational awards in the program year

[2] Achieve 5 Distinguished Club Points (DCP)

[4] Top 10 clubs that add highest numberof members

[7] At least 15 Posts on LinkedIn by members– Transformation

Stories, Achievements

[8] Area Director or Division Director who submits all charter forms

for any new club

WATCH OUT FOR THE NEXT EDITION TO KNOW THE ANSWERS!WATCH OUT FOR THE NEXT EDITION TO KNOW THE ANSWERS!
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KNOW YOUR AWARDS
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FOLLOW US!

DISTRICT 92
KARNATAKA, INDIA

INSTAGRAM

YOUTUBE

QUORA

TWITTER

FACEBOOK

LINKEDIN

WEBSITE
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https://www.instagram.com/d92tm/
https://twitter.com/toastmastersd92/
https://www.facebook.com/d92tm/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/toastmasters-district-92/
https://www.quora.com/profile/District-92-Toastmasters
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE_duA0MfH-gAvx7wMxrt8A
https://www.tmdistrict92.org/

