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MESSAGE FROM

THE LEADERS
Sagnik Biswas, DTM
District Director
Dear Members and Guests,
It has incidentally been just 24 hours since I read this quote for the first time in my life: "While most of us
have entered Toastmasters to learn to make speeches, that benefit is but the beginning of the good
which may come to us, and the good which we may do for mankind."
This quote is from Dr. Ralph C Smedley, who believed that the power of communication was to benefit the
world in the longer run. Every day, at some hour across the world, there are Zoom, Teams, Meets screens
coming to life, and members pouring their heart, their expertise of feedback, and their skill on the virtual
Toastmasters stage that we are now accustomed to. Every day, a member of Toastmasters attends a
meeting, observes, and soaks in the brilliance of the people around them. Maybe, in this world, there exists
this one organization, where the speaker and the listener both gain perspective at the same time. And that
organization is Toastmasters.
As I write to you, various events have happened in the Toastmasters world and beyond that highlight the
importance of communication in our lives. I would like to mention three of them here today. First, a person
who found it difficult to speak up in social situations many years ago found their voice through
Toastmasters, and from there has just been elected to the Toastmasters International Board for the
duration of 2021-23. We congratulate Gauri Seshadri, DTM, for her years of service, and for being an
inspiration to people who aspire to lead in all situations. As I write this, there is another lady who just
climbed to the pinnacle of speech contests, and with her winning speech, has become the World
Champion of Public Speaking. We congratulate Verity Price, DTM, for becoming the Champion this year!
And third, we saw the power of communication this week when friends, mentors, and teammates changed
the course of Christiano Ronaldo, as they worked with him, and persuaded him to come back to
Manchester United, while the blue clouds of Manchester City loomed right overhead.
These stories show us the power of communication. Are you putting it to use? Whether you're a person just
beginning with a table topic, or perfecting that first speech, or a seasoned evaluator and mentor, are you
using your voice for the good of yourself, your club members, and the wider world around you?
Communication, liberty, if used well, can transform your life and the lives of people around you.
I welcome you all to the August edition of the District 92 Magazine, and I hope you find it both entertaining
and instructive.
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MESSAGE FROM

THE LEADERS
Rishabh Mehta, DTM
Program Quality Director
“Words are, of course, the most powerful drugs used by mankind. Not only do words infect, egotize,
narcotize, and paralyze, but they enter into and color the minutest cells of the brain.”
When Rudyard Kipling said the above statement, he didn’t just compare words to drugs to describe the
persuasive effect words can have on another person, but he also described the ability of a person to use
words to change the way another person thinks and feels, to influence that person to do or feel things that
are not normal for that person — just as drugs would do. Words are natural. And the entire job of
communication rests on the shoulder of these little yet powerful words. But then an excess of them does
not help.
And that is why, our choice of words, or even lack of it for that matter, can truly redefine what we wish to
convey. There is so much more than being just vocal or loud while communicating. Remember,
communication is more than just exchanging information. It’s about understanding emotions and the
intentions behind the information. The words that we speak, the gestures that we make, adds a lot more to
what we intend to communicate! Communication is about making your listener(s) flow, imagine, and read
between the words as you say them.
Also, good communication is a core leadership quality and a key characteristic of a good leader. Effective
communication and effective leadership are closely intertwined. As a leader, we need to be a skilled
communicator in countless relationships at the organizational level, in communities and groups, and
sometimes on a global scale as well.
Today, as I write this article, I wish that we continue to keep providing a platform to fine-tune one’s words
worth and help each other in effectively communicating our ideas, thoughts, and stories. I truly hope that
we continue to foster a sense of friendship amongst the members and most importantly, help every single
individual to grow and become a better version of themselves.
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THE LEADERS
Krishna Prashanth T, DTM
Club Growth Director
Communication Matters
“Communication leads to community, that is, to understanding, intimacy and mutual valuing.”
- Rollo May
As Rollo May said, Communication always leads to community. In the world, everything is communication
that is verbal or non-verbal. It is how we communicate to others that makes us approachable for others,
builds confidence in us to work with us.
As communication has a key role in our professional and personal development, it is always crucial for us to
work on these skills and to improve them. In District 92, Toastmasters International we are strongly
focusing on this as communication is key to success for any individual or organization. There are many
initiatives that were started to start clubs specific to those who speak a specific language and those who
belong to certain professions/communities namely Bilingual clubs for languages Kannada, Telugu, Tamil,
Malayalam, Hindi, and Bengali, and clubs for specific professions or communities like Lawyers, Stammers,
HRs, Technical Writers, and LGBTQ.
Every speech we deliver or every role we take in Toastmasters meeting will help us to scale up
communication skills. Whether it is a speech with the objective of body language or a speech with the
objective of voice modulation or a speech that has an objective of adding humor, we can notice the skills
that get developed in any of us. In the same way, we take any role TMoD or TTM or Evaluator or GE or TAG
team member, each role teaches us the skills to present yourself in front of a variety of audience.
Even I personally noticed how Toastmasters has helped me to improve my communication skills which in
turn has helped a lot in both professional and personal lives. I urge everyone to use this platform to the
fullest for the improvement of communication skills (both verbal and non-verbal).
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MESSAGE FROM

THE LEADERS
Karan Venkiteswaran, DTM
Public Relations Manager
“The art of communication is the language of leadership.” - James Humes
You are a leader. You are a person who is learning the language of leadership and there is no upper limit for
learning. In the same way, there is no upper limit on mastering the art of communication.
Everyone will have a different story, each of them having its own beauty and grace. That is what makes it
special. The way you communicate it to the world makes it even more beautiful.
Join me and the rest of the magazine team in exploring the world of communication, and art.
We have a lot in store for you.
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FROM THE

EDITOR'S DESK
Communication is the key to everything in our life, also I would add that, it is an art. I
strongly believe that communication is an art because it involves creativity. Not all are
born with that creativity, that’s why Toastmasters is our place to mold ourselves to be
good communicators, be it at work or in our personal space. We all know many seasoned
toastmasters who can make sentences out of any word you throw at them, similarly, we
all might have those few friends in life, who can turn anything into art.
This edition of Kaleidoscope brings two inter-related topics together, "Communication
and Art". Read through to learn how Toastmasters has brought a change in the life of the
members and teams, how Toastmasters is helping build communication between two
different spoken languages. Did you participate in Prompt on District 92 FB page? If yes,
then look out for articles written from those prompts. And do not miss our art section by
renowned doodlers and the fun segment.
Happy reading!

Shilpa Munagavalasa
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BIRTH OF BILINGUAL CLUBS
With colonization unraveling in India, back in the day, English acquired
the position of the second language of the country. It started off
spreading across the affluent population and gradually became a symbol
of status. From the recitation of a poem in schools to presentations to
clients, English got touted as the most crucial means of communication.
As much as some of the population gained comfort with the language,
there still exists a section of people who find it challenging to express or
untangle their deep thoughts to others. In lieu of comprehending the
situation, many times, these people have been looked down upon. Not
being able to communicate their own ideas/opinions due to the
language barrier is not only frustrating but also takes a toll on an
individual’s self-confidence. Hence, promoting bilingualism is of utmost
importance and the need of the hour.
Being able to communicate in the language one is most comfortable
with allows individuals to share their views clearly. They can
communicate their thoughts the way they have them running in their
mind. It makes it easier for them to explain the nitty-gritty of their
work/situation which subsequently works as a lever in lifting their selfconfidence. Even science states that being able to carry a mere 30second conversation in the most comfortable language can significantly
increase your confidence and bring out the best in a person. Not only
that but it can also be perceived as a means of improving one’s
communication skills and honing them, especially for those who get
chills when addressing an audience.
Language immersion facilitates emotional and social development
which translates to being more confident and outgoing. It brings a sense
of achievement which drives one to become even more successful.
Remember, the idea is not to communicate with limitations but to be
able to express what one feels with expressions. It’s a beautiful journey
from feeling exclusive to being inclusive.
With all these in mind, Toastmasters are open to charter as many
bilingual clubs as possibly proposed. All that we need to imbibe in us is
there is no acceptance criteria and help in making this a strong pillar in
communication.

Keeping the spirit of Bilingual clubs, which are formed to promote the
culture of language immersion in Toastmasters and hopefully, gradually
witness the development and refinement it does to each Toastmasters’
personality. Through these kinds of clubs, we wish that every single
person who fears to express their emotions through words should be
benefited and we should show path to those willing to join us.
I am ready to traverse this path with you all, are you ready to join me in
this journey?

BY
MEENAL CHAUHAN

Hindi-English Bilingual Toastmasters Club
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JOURNEY OF BHUVANA VIJAYAM TELUGU TOASTMASTERS CLUB
BY SRINUBABU GONAPA | BHUVANA VIJAYAM TELUGU TOASTMASTERS CLUB

Three years back our current Club Growth Director Krishna Prashanth, Sesha Kiran,
and I were chit-chatting in Toastmasters Leadership Institute. We initiated talks
about starting a Telugu Toastmasters club. However, the idea did not fly anywhere.
This discussion got reignited when I became the Area Director. It was like the right
thing was meant to happen at the right place and right time. Without a second
thought, we started the project “Telugu club”.
A core committee was formed and we triggered a guest group. However, the progress was at a snail pace.
Conversations ended up where we started from, but we took a chance and managed to trigger the firstever demo meeting which got a good response. At the same time, I got help from Spoorthy Telugu TM
Club(D98) & Umamaheswara Rao Koneru(D116). Throughout the journey of chartering the club, I made a
few friends - KVM Kishore, Santhosh Lanka, Mayusha Reddy & Krishna Datta who joined their hands to
bring up this club to where it is today. After which we never looked back.
I still remember a period where we worked on this project as a sprint task, formed a scrum team, and split
our jobs, I can only say; the path wasn’t a bed of roses. It took a lot for us to achieve the count of 21
chartering members, however, when we filled and submitted our forms, we realized that the chartering
process is still a long journey to walk by. When it was chartered as “Bhuvana Vijayam Telugu Toastmasters
club” on 1st August 2021, the team experienced immense happiness to be known as India’s 2nd Telugu
Toastmasters club. Our mission is to bring more confident Telugu speakers under the big umbrella of
Toastmasters.
With the idea to spread the horizon of Toastmasters International to be able to bring up more confident
speakers, we appreciate the idea of bilingual clubs and wish to hear many more success stories.
.

JOURNEY OF HINDI-ENGLISH BILINGUAL TOASTMASTERS CLUB
BY MUDASSIR ALI | SPEAKER'S DEN TOASTMASTERS CLUB

Two literature enthusiasts Arpit Arya, Past Area A3 Director, and Sahrish Jahan
Division B Director, went across the nation attending numerous shows, Kavi
Sammelan, and Mushaira for their love towards the Hindustani languages Hindi &
Urdu. They dared to ask a fundamental question “Why can we not have a
Toastmasters club dedicated to Hindustani language?”. And the answer to the above
question gave rise to the idea of the “Hindi - English Bilingual Toastmasters Club.”
14th September 2020, Beebak Baatein, an event that was organized to celebrate Hindi Diwas, was the first
concrete step taken towards the chattering of this club. Numerous poets, storytellers, and singers
attended this event. Their presence left an impact on, how important the Hindi language is in day-to-day
communication and why we need a Hindi Toastmasters club. The first demo meeting was organized on
25th October 2020, which saw a huge response from both the toastmasters and the guests. Undoubtedly,
the ray of hope was turning into bright sunshine and the dream of a Hindi-English Bilingual Club was
looking very near. Due to various reasons, the dream took a backseat and could not make come true. One
year later Area B2 took on the task to relive this lost dream and yet again we conducted a series of demo
meetings, on 19th June, 03rd July, 10th July, 8th Aug, and 22nd Aug. Today with 90+ people in our guest
group, the future, though uncertain, seems bright now.
We have completed a full circle now, on 12th September 2021 let’s meet again for another Beebak Baatein
to celebrate Hindi Diwas and make our dream of chartering the “Hindi- English Bilingual Toastmasters
Club” come true.
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COMMUNICATION: PROMPT TO PAGE
Did you know that we do something called Toast-a-Monials? For
Toastmasters it is all about having a Heart-to-Heart talk. As a
matter of quick fact check, it is believed that communication
involves High fives - inevitable components that we call
Panchmantras- “sender, message, medium, context, receiver”.
Effective communication is a way of expressing feelings and
thoughts that help in bridging the gaps, and toastmasters express
the same through their speeches. While Toastmasters gives a
platform to speak and share ideas, it also imbibes in us the
essence of communication. Communication is the art of
expressing thoughts in any chosen form using simple, clear, and
authentic modes.
As Stephen Covey says in The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People,
“Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Understood.” It is evident
that active listening is what one should aim for. We must
understand the universe of each other. A culture of empathy and
trust is developed when we become active listeners. After all,
communication is not only verbal but also the non-verbal signals
that someone transmits knowingly or unknowingly, it also
includes visual communication. It is also conveying without
talking. That’s quite interesting! No wonder, in all our meetings, we
have at least a few takeaways.
As the journey of being a good orator continues, if you wish to
sharpen your saw, be open-minded and shift from feedback
mechanism to feedforward mechanism. In simple words,
feedback should provide an action item for another person to
reflect and act upon. Toastmasters’ evaluation segment is one
such amalgamation of feedback and feedforward. As rightly said,
communication is a two-way bridge” where people should be
open to listen, understand and explain as a speaker and as an
audience. This brings to a point that communication is incomplete
unless responded to by both.
Every toastmaster in the journey of creating symphony and
balance with the power of communication leaves a timeless
legacy of attributes. In short, it is the basis of collaboration.
As Toastmasters, let's grab every opportunity that crosses our
paths in the pursuit to summit our own Everest.
PS: This article is written with the prompts received from our post on District 92 FB
page. We would like to thank the contributors to the prompt- Sagnik Biswas,
Yashika Nathwani, Gunjan Shrivastav, Rino Paul, Suravi Silpa Anshul Sehgal, Mani
NC, Krishna Kishore Rajagopal, Bidyut Dutta, Maruthi Revankar, Pranav Nahal,
Kritika Sobti Naib, Pandia Rajan, Vandana Raghavan Vadakute, Vijaya Sharma.

BY
JAYA NAMBIAR & SHILPA MUNAGAVALASA
IIEM Toastmasters Club
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FEEDBACK & EVALUATION
Weapons for Effective Communication
Toastmasters International has been the foremost platform in
training individuals in communication and leadership for nearly
100 years. In my opinion, this has been made possible with the
dual powerful tools of all Toastmaster clubs, feedback, and
evaluation.
The importance of feedback and evaluation as communication
mechanisms have been underestimated or completely
misunderstood in today’s world. Most of us on hearing the words
feedback or evaluation equate it to our professional appraisals
and evaluations that tend to be shallow or downright
judgemental. There is a famous saying in Toastmaster, “Feedback
is the breakfast of champions”. I truly believe that this is not a
cliched one-liner and it has been proven time and time again in
my conversations with District and World Champions of Public
Speaking. All contest champions have risen to that highly
coveted position with the right attitude towards feedback and
evaluations. If you ask champions, they would credit the
hundreds of evaluations and feedback points they have received
from their mentors and other evaluators in Toastmasters
meetings. The unspoken truth is the harshness of some of those
feedback or evaluations and the humbling experience these
champions go through as they get the solicited or even
unsolicited feedback. For us to become effective communicators
we need to be open to feedback and evaluations and be humble
and pay utmost attention to the feedback we receive.
My take on evaluation and feedback has always been in line with
the Toastmasters ethos of “Evaluate to Motivate”. If we approach
both receiving and providing feedback and evaluations with the
Toastmasters International values of RISE (Respect, Integrity,
Service, and Excellence), it is nearly guaranteed that we will
grow in our communication and leadership skills. We also have
to learn to differentiate between good and bad feedback. On the
occasions we might get hard to digest feedback, we can choose
to agree to disagree rather than become disagreeable and step
backward in our communication journey. Good evaluations and
feedback will pave the way for us to realize our blind spots and
help us conquer the pinnacle of being good communicators.

BY
RITHUN REGI

I leave you with the overarching question. Are you willing to
wield the powerful weapons of evaluation and feedback to
become truly great communicators?

Infosys Toastmasters
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MEET MY MENTOR

Mentee

Mentor

Madhu Palikala

Sahrish Jahan

SwaR Toastmasters

SwaR Toastmasters

Sahrish, as the name, says 'is the spirit of Sunrise' with everyone she interacts with. I happened to have the privilege to
get mentored and to share space with her as a club officer for two terms. She tremendously inspired me with her
speeches and leadership. When it comes to improving communication at Toastmasters, I have learned how to give
better speeches and presentations through her speech delivery, feedback, and evaluations. Sahrish clearly articulates
her ideas as a President and a Division Director for the benefit of the club, and even influences others through better
pitches, and decks. But more than that, Sahrish is quite popular and also deserves extra attention from all of us in every
meeting for her powerful impact and more importantly empathetic listening which is not so often in the current world.
Also, she goes the extra mile to accommodate all the people who sought out her guidance or in a more appropriate
way to say she receives us(Mentees/Prodigies) proactively to help us.
Overall, if I have to rate her on the humanity index factor, I would give her an A+

Mentee

Mentor

Prateek Agarwal

Karan Venkiteswaran

PSN Toastmasters Club

PSN Toastmasters Club

I have been fortunate to get a mentor who has been with me whenever I required his help for any of my speeches or
roles in my Toastmasters journey. Not just in Toastmasters, I can reach out to him even when I require a piece of advice
or a suggestion in my personal life. Let me share how this journey started.
My mentor asked me to meet over a meal and tried to understand my background and my objective of joining a
Toastmasters club. I was really surprised and intrigued by the attention he gave me right from the beginning and felt
great about the Toastmasters community. After knowing my background and experiences, he shared a few important
tips I can use during my journey. With that the journey of evaluation, feedback, suggestions, arguments, counterarguments started and I am glad that above all this I have come out stronger and better. Another good aspect about
my mentor is that he allows me to experiment and try out things rather than micro-managing each point which has
worked out well for me. In all, I am really happy about having a mentor who is not just a mentor but a brother to me. He
is none other than Karan Venkiteswaran, DTM -my mentor, my brother, and my friend.
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SPEAKING FROM THE HEART
My journey as a Toastmasters has been truly enriching. I am learning something new in
every meeting, every interaction with other clubs, unique problems to solve as a club
officer. I have been able to hone my public speaking skills - especially in bringing a better
storyline for the target audience and also variety. Gratitude to all the fellow Toastmasters
who continue to support and inspire!

Nishanth Ramesh | Genorators

The applause that woke me up!
"A lot more happens over a coffee", is a famous tagline we all are aware of. But to
understand how much more can happen in a Toastmasters meeting, you must attend
one! Initially, I was very people conscious and often felt very judged. Thanks to the round
of applause that woke me up, literally and figuratively! It woke me up to a world of nonjudgmental people, to a set of leaders who believe in making the world a helpful place,
and most important of all, mentors who encourage you to make better mistakes. I've
always wanted to start a college club, enabling students to benefit from the values of
Toastmasters, and from then on, there's no stopping! It's been a journey of learning, it is a
journey of improving every day, it will continue to be a journey of stories.

Ankita B M | Ramaiah Toastmasters Club

A proud Toastmaster for 5+ years. Toastmasters has helped me communicate and
network better in my professional career. My experience in both a corporate and
community club has helped me shape my perspective.

Thyagaraju Achar | NT India Manyata Toastmasters Club

I always felt the need to improve my public speaking skills but didn’t know how to do
that. It was almost serendipitous that a Toastmasters club was started in our company
and I got into action instantaneously as I got the opportunity to be the VP-Ed. Giving
speeches, hosting events, participating in contests, my 2-year journey definitely had its
highs and lows but most importantly I learned to be among people without any fear of
judgment. It helped me to see beyond myself and continually hone the art of speaking.

Dheeraj Mukka | TiVo Talksters

Toastmasters so far has given me exposure to various genres of public speaking. I have
also been able to network with some interesting people and enhance my management
skill through ExComm roles.

Navami Kini | Kannada English Bilingual Toastmasters Club
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SPEAKING FROM THE HEART
Back in 2017 when I had joined toastmasters the only reason was to get back on stage
and keep my love for oration alive. However, the journey has transformed into a lot more.
The opportunity to meet people from diverse spaces but still with similar passions, the
thrill of competing among the best, the community reach out & support, the fierceness to
deliver something new & exciting for each event has been unparalleled. From being a
young girl out of college to being a professional woman and then a married woman,
being a toastmaster has always accompanied all my roles. It allows me a safe space to
experiment, explore all my crazy wacky ideas, and give me the much needed 'me' time.

Kritika Sobti | Rock the Talk

In my journey with Toastmasters, I have been transformed from a fearful speaker to a
story teller, a person who was unable to handle myself to a mentor in many forums. I
know my 5 years is worth every minute.

Nithila Henry | Express2Lead Toastmasters Club

My Toastmasters experience was like going into a supermarket for 1 item and coming out
with many goodies! For starters, my confidence to present projects at various forums
increased. Earlier, I used to wait for my presentation to get over. Now, I work on how to
present my idea/project effectively and await my turn excitedly for my team's response.
Toastmasters experience helped me to chip away the flaws which restricted me to have
fun at what I do. Whenever I attend a Toastmasters session, I have a new perspective or
learning about life. The best part is all of this happens in an atmosphere that is
encouraging and fun!

Ravishankar Kulkarni | TCS Maitree-Chevy Orators

Toastmasters for me is about the 4 Ps - People, Passion, Practice, Personality.
I get to connect and speak with new PEOPLE almost every day. I am PASSIONATE about
soft skills and I get an opportunity to hone public speaking, communication, leadership,
influential, and persuasion skills by learning from PEOPLE and getting a PRACTICE
ground in toastmasters. This has helped me hone my PERSONALITY.

Pranav Nahal | State Street India Toastmasters Club

I strongly believe that “once a Toastmaster, always a Toastmaster”.
It took one year to understand the full potential of Toastmasters. I started being active in
VP-PR and VP-Education Executive committee roles for the last year in my own club. I
started witnessing other clubs’ meetings as well. Rather I must say I make time as
toastmasters became a priority in my life. I had the courage to nominate myself in the
area council too. I won the Toastmasters of the month award from my club many times. I
learned many things from working on cool posters, leadership skills, and also
appreciating people frequently. I developed impromptu skills and started convincing my
friends to join the Toastmasters. I am proud that this is one of the wisest decisions I have
taken in my life which helps me in both my personal and professional life.

Kavitha K | JPMC Bangalore Toastmasters
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DOODLING TO REFLECT & UNWIND
The beginning of the pandemic was a difficult period
for me, and I was constantly overcome by emotions.
Often, I found myself lost in my sketchbook. I had
misplaced my trusted brush pen. So I got a few things
like a paintbrush, ink, and crayons locally. What I was
about to discover was a tool that would help me face
my feelings.
I observed what made me unhappy and quickly
realized making art made me the happiest! At night, I
would sit on my bed with my brush and ink, and let
my hand just guide me. It ended up as a series of selfportraits and inked doodles across pages. The
freedom of ink flowing in the comfort of a small
sketchbook made it possible to do it every day. The
drawing didn’t push away my lows, it helped me cope
better with my feelings. It helped me calm down, and
be comfortable with how I was feeling instead of
running away from it. The end goal was never creating
beautiful work, it was always just doing it every day no
matter what.
How can you approach doodling, take a day when you
were feeling your best or worst, and draw how you
were feeling? You can draw a simple smiley happy
face, a neutral face, a sad face, an angry face. Choose
colors according to how you feel. Draw your situation
or anything that describes what made you feel happy
or sad. The act of expressing can help in internalizing
an incident, by recording something that happened.
Try to stick to drawing in a book instead of loose
sheets of paper.
Now, imagine doing this daily, weekly, or when
something important happens. Often there is a
misconception that art is for artists who draw well, art
is for everyone who just wants to draw. The magic of
art journaling is something to be experienced, and I
would love for all of you to try.
Art on Instagram @vrvandy

BY
VANDANA RAGHAVAN VADAKUTE
Speech Weavers
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DIRECT FROM DOODLE
As a kid, I was always attracted to art. I have been drawing
since childhood, and I remember attending drawing
competitions since I was 4. I am a native of Avitanallur, a
small village in Kozhikode district and as a kid, I was
influenced by many local artists, hoarding, and poster
painters. Artists from different facets of art would intrigue
me. It was then that I realized I wanted to do something
related to arts as it gave me happiness unlike anything else.
Looking back, I would not have become an artist if not for the
support and encouragement from my father, who set aside
his priorities and took me to many competitions and brought
me art materials, and did everything in his capacity to
support my talent. Along with my father, my drawing teacher
in 7th grade, Vishnu Namboothiri Master, was the one who
introduced me to different facets of arts such as caricature
and cartoons. He was the one who constantly motivated me
and cleared all the doubts regarding art and was very
influential in me joining R.L.V college of fine arts under
applied art, it is from there I learned how one can make art
their profession.
Art is my biggest motivation. My creations give me joy even if
there are no spectators or no one to appreciate and I would
spend all my time creating art. When people recognize my
work in newspapers, hoardings, or advertisements even
without my signature on it, I feel that is my biggest
achievement as an artist.
As a professional, working with Prakash Verma (Nirvana
Films), in many projects including Coca-Cola, and working as
an art director for Ogilvy are some of my biggest
achievements, as these are the things I used to daydream
about in my early years. I have worked with Ogilvy for 1 year
and then co-found “Funchershop'' in Bangalore, in search of
greater artistic freedom.
I feel it is my responsibility to create social awareness as an
artist. Recently, I used my art as a medium to generate
awareness during COVID 19 pandemic and during Kerala
Floods as well.
Art on Instagram @doodle.muni

BY
AROSH THEVADATHIL
AUGUST 2021

Article credits: Rino Paul
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COLLEGE SPEAK: MCC TOASTMASTERS CLUB

The academic year 2020-21 witnessed a disruption due to the pandemic and this forced various
institutional Toastmasters clubs across the globe to shift to the virtual model of meeting to respect social
distancing norms. However, such challenges did not deter the motivation of the MCC Toastmasters Club.
Amidst these challenges, the club created several learning and networking opportunities for its members
to hone their speaking skills, forge their personalities, and get mentored by experts from the industry
whilst enjoying themselves along the way.
Ever since the establishment of the club in 2016, Toastmasters has nurtured several meritorious students.
This is the first all-women club in India. The club serves as a platform for the students to express
themselves without restrain, polish their ideas, help them craft their personalities, and most importantly
empower them. The right guidance, at the right time from the right mentor, instilled a sense of confidence
in the students of the club who then took the initiative to represent the club at the district level
competition
In a very short span of time, we won numerous awards such as the International-level Speech Contest,
Spirit of 92, Area-level Table Topic Contest, Rising Star Award, Win to Pin Award, and achieved five
distinguished Club Points. We were empowered by confidence and networking. Students get ample
opportunities to collaborate with external Toastmasters clubs, including those from giant corporate
companies, which helps them be known to many and allows room for personal branding.
It is a call to all the young minds out there. If developing your public speaking skills, enhancing your
evaluation and feedback skills, or finding the leader in you is important, then you should consider joining a
Toastmasters club. Every member loves what they do in Toastmasters, and it is contagious.

AUGUST 2021
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CORPORATE SPEAK: AMADEUS MIC DROP

In July 2019, A motley crew of employees from Amadeus Labs embarked on a journey to become better public
speakers through the platform of Toastmasters. Looking back, it seems as if we have traveled light-years from where
we began. We have had members win Area level contests, hosted division events, taken on roles at the division level,
and are champions of the club within the community.
What set our club apart from its inception were members of varying abilities. Many accomplished speakers, debaters,
and leaders found themselves among people who were just finding their feet. But the club was inclusive to one and
all, there was a strong sense of kinship and camaraderie that ensured everyone is open and receptive to feedback.
Through the collective effort of all the members, we went from being a newly chartered club to a "President's
distinguished Club" in our Charter year itself. A marked improvement in the communication skills of members can be
observed as well, people who would initially shy away from taking on roles or speaking are now winning Table topics
segments. From individual speakers to confident role takers not just in our club, but spreading wings in other
Toastmaster clubs, the members have gained experience that they count on even outside Toastmasters.
Members were also exposed to the nuances of multi-cultural communication by having joint meetings with clubs in
Canada and Kuwait. Amadeus Mic Drop is now a club that has had more meetings that are online than offline, it can
therefore be said that our transition to a remote work environment was also eased.
Frequent communication with our well-wishers and mentors is how we stay united as we navigate through uncertain
times and with Toastmasters we are well-positioned to become better communicators and forge lasting
relationships.
“Communication is the real work of leadership.” — Nitin Nohria
We also take this opportunity to thank a few who helped begin this journey, Nawab Khawar (then Division Director),
Dirish Mohan (our speaker and motivator for the demo session), Vivek Shah and Abhinav (Club Mentors), Ribu (then
Area Director) and Meena from Amadeus.

AUGUST 2021
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EVENTS
AUGUST
Bhuvana Vijayam Telugu Toastmasters Club: Club chartered on 1st August 2021
Samvaad@FICO: Open House on 4th August 2021
Caterpillar Bangalore PSN Toastmasters Club: Communication Skills Workshop cum Open House
session by DTM TK Ramesh On 9th August 2021
Anchor ED Toastmasters Club: Open House on 13th August 2021
Wordly-Wise Toastmasters: Open House on 13th August 2021
Speech Weavers Toastmasters Club: How to be an A.C.E at virtual speaking on 13th August 2021
Area F2: F2 Got Talent on 15th August 2021
Area E3: Navigate through Pathways on 15th August 2021
Division B: EVALUTHON on 15th August 2021
RTT Toastmasters: Open House + Independence Day Celebration on 18th August 2021
SAMVID Lumen Toastmasters Club: Live Workshop on Table Topics and Evaluation on 18th August 2021
Amadeus MicDrop: Open house on 19th August 2021
AMIND: Session on Impromptu Speaking celebrating 250 Meeting on 19th August 2021
NT India Ecospace Toastmasters Club: Open House on 20th August 2021
NT India Manyata TM Club: Open House on 20th August 2021
SwaR Toastmasters Club: Creative PR: Educational Session on 23th August 2021
SwaR Toastmasters Club: TT Marathon on 23rd August 2021
FMRI EGL Movers and Speakers: 150th Meeting on 25th August 2021
Area H3 Educational Session on Pathways on 26th August 2021
Kongsberg Digital squadron: Open House on 26th August 2021
Where is the Mic?: Open House on 27th August 2021
Hoodi Toastmasters Club & Broadridge Bangalore Toastmasters Club: Linker's meeting cum Speech
Marathon on 28th August 2021
Capgemini Toastmasters Club: Open House- Financial Planning and All about Toastmasters on 27th
August 2021
Smedley speaker's society: Open House on 29th August 2021

SEPTEMBER
Honeywell Toastmasters Club: Open House on 2nd September 2021
Travelators: Linkers Meeting with AWS Toastmasters Club on 2nd September 2021
Toastmasters Amrita Bengaluru: Open House on 4th September 2021
LOL Tales: A Tall Tales contest along with a fun session on 5th September 2021
Airbus India Toastmasters Club: Table Topics Workshop cum Open House Session on 7th September
2021
Walk The Talk: Evaluation Workshop on 9th September 2021
Walk The Talk: Table Topics Workshop on 16th September 2021
Amadeus MicDrop: Open house on 16th September 2021

AUGUST 2021
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NEW DTMs OF DISTRICT 92
Priyadarshini Sahoo, DTM
JPMC Bangalore Toastmasters

Maruthi Anil Revankar, DTM
SAP SpeakToLead Toastmasters Club

FUN ZONE

ANSWERS FOR
KNOW YOUR AWARDS
KALEIDOSCOPE - JULY EDITION
AUGUST 2021
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TREASURE HUNT
It's all about the Hunt!
Dear readers,
We bring to you the most awaited fun section where you as the pirate enter the maze, hunt down the keys
to open the doors and traverse through the labyrinth to conquer the hidden treasure

We have 10 doors in the labyrinth which open
only when you've found the key
In order to find the keys, the reader needs to
carefully go through all the articles in this
edition.

7

The keys here are the answers to the questions
asked in the below sections-

9

8

Enter the Maze- Answer the questions in this
section to start your journey into the labyrinth

6

Collect the keys- Answer the questions in this
section to proceed and traverse through the
numerous doors to find your way to the treasure
Conquer the Treasure- Answer the questions in
this section to open the only door which leads to
the treasure

5

10

4

Bonus- After you've collected all the 10 keys you
will come up with the final clue which will help
you open the treasure box
Hint: The Sub-Theme of this edition

ENTER THE MAZE
1) Who is the Toastmasters
International President for 20212022?
2) Which club is TM Kritika Sobti
from?
3) What is DTM Nithila Henry with
the help of Toastmasters?

1

2

3

COLLECT THE KEYS

CONQUER THE TREASURE

4) Who is the author of 7 Habits
of Highly Effective People?
5) Who was the first
Toastmasters International
President?
6) What aspect of
communication makes it art
according to TM Shilpa?
7) Which club is having a
Linkers meet with AWS TMC
next month?

8) Who is the CEO of
Toastmasters International?
9) What example does TM
Meenal Chauhan give in
relation to reciting in schools
to say that English is
popular?
10) Where did the founder of
Toastmasters work when he
founded it?

WATCH OUT FOR THE WAY IN THE NEXT EDITION!
AUGUST 2021
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